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AN ELEVENTH CENTURY INTRODUCTION
TO THE HEBREW BIBLE.

THE ANCIENT SYNAGOGUE NEAR CAIRO.

ABoUT three miles south of the west end of the Muski
is 01d Cairo, “Masr el Atika,” a dreary mass of ruins on
the east bank of the Nile just below Rdda Island. The
ruins are those of Fostit, the “tent” city founded by
Omar’s victorious general, “Amr ibn el-Asi, in 638. The
legend goes_that more than a thousand years before his
time the Babylonian warriors of Cambyses had erected
a fortress there, in 525 B.c., in order to secure his Egyptian
conquest, and they called it Babylon in affectionate memory
of their great metropolis. Traces of an ancient Reman
castrum can still be identified, and “Babylon” is to this
day the name of the Coptic quarter of Cairo!. The famous
Gaon of the ninth century, Saadia ben Joseph, the Fayytuni,
whose millenium has been recently celebrated, received a call
from Egypt to the Gaonate of Sura on the Euphrates in 928 :
and an American missionary to the Copts assured me that
the real reason why the Gaon was also called Bull:, “the
Babylonian,” was because he once inhabited this Coptie
quarter! Anyhow it is beyond question that large numbers
of Jews as well as Copts inhabited this part of Egypt for

many eenturies after the beginning of the Christian era,
and perhaps a couple of centuries previously. Sowe of the
Coptic and Greek churches there were evidently built as
early as the sixth eentury, but of all these, to us Jews the most
interesting is the Synagogue of Elijah, Ezra, or Moses (esch

! Strabo xvii. 1_4, at the very beginning of the Christian era, calls it
BaBvAdv ¢povpov épuuvév, and Saladin, in a letter to Frederie, King of
Germany, quoted in the Itinerary of Richard Ceur de Lion, gives it
the same name. When the Crusaders invaded Lower Egypt in 1168 the
Saracens set fire to Fostdt to prevent its falling into the hands of the

Christians, and some of our charred fragments may be silent witnesses of
that very fire.
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2 AN ELEVENTH CENTURY INTRODUCTION

Schamyan or Kenfset Elijihu or Keniset Ezra or ngo noss).
“Of all these,” because, though it has been a synagogue
for nearly twelve hundred years,tradition, as well as internal
evidence, point to its having been originally a Christian
church of about the third or fourth century, and its titular
saint was Michael. Probably, however, the conquest of
Egypt by the Persian Chosroes in 619, or of the Caliph
Omar’s army a generation later, led to the conversion of
many a church into mosque or synagogue. And it is at
this date that St. Michael’'s may have been Judaized into
the nvw nom.  Anyhow, for some centuries later the
intercourse between Egypt and Bagdad seems to have
been of the closest. Their respective rulers intermarried,
and the Jews, ever fashionable and courtly, followed suit.
The Egyptian Nagid derived his authority directly from
the Reschgola or Prince of the Captivity at Bagdad, and
indeed, if Sambari’s Chronicle (1672) is to be believed,
it was & Caliph’s daughter who, in 984, advised her Egyptian
husband to institute in his capital the dignity of Nagid
upon the model of the Babylonian Reschgola .

This ancient synagogue has always been regarded with
almost superstitious reverence by the Jewish inhabitants
of Cairo, and pointed out to the traveller as worthy of his
pilgrimage. Benjamin of Tudela visited it before 1173,
when the surrounding buildings were already in ruins, and
the Jews had migrated to the newer and more fashionable

SO e A
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Cairo. He says: “From New to Uld Mistaim (= ovsn
owpn, Masr el Atika) is a distance of two parasangs.
The latter lies in ruins, but the sites of the walls and
houses may be traced at this day....In the outskirts of
the city is the very ancient synagogue of our great master
Moses, upon whom be peace. An old and very learned
man is the overseer and clerk (¢mw 03p) of this place of
public worship. He is called Al Sheikh Abunasar. ...”

! Vide Neubauer, Anecdota Oxoniensia, 1887, p. 115, and 1895, p. 129, but
see J. Q. R. VIII, 552. The two fragments, also from the Fostat Genizah,
which are appended hereto. throw new light on this dignity and its
relations to Babylon and Palestine.
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THE GENIZAH.

“~In the middle of the last century, Simon van Gelderen,
Heine’s ancestor, tells us in his diary how much impressed
he was by the wealth of possibility that lay hidden amid
the rubbish of the Genizof in the old synagogue near
(airo!. But though he seems to have been the first to
have looked there for literary treasure, he does not say that
he found anything of importance.

In 1864 Jacob Saphir visited the synagogue, and deseribes
the mwa there in the picturesque Hebrew which makes his
w20 {3k such lively reading. He says that after spending
two days ferreting among the ancient books and leaves, and
getting covered thh dust and ashes, “5xy paxr ‘nxdm, and
finding nothing of importance, he became sick of the task,
but “ who knows what may be yet beneath?” Since that
date many hundreds of fragments, more or less dilapi-
dated, have percolated thence into the public libraries
of Europe. The caretakers of the ancient edifice found
that not too- serupulous dealers were prepared to bestow
liberal backshish for bundles of *rubbish” from that
sacred dustheap. Professor Sayce, in bis annual visits

to Egypt, has probably been one of the best customers of
these dealers, and Bodley's Library at Oxford has, through
his good offices, acquired some priceless gews of Helne

hterature. Dr. Neubauer is busily engaged in pasmnw

ST R

Hmnngb__thg__}u:g_gg_a (mfﬁ]nu‘nv of these, w]noh will, it is not

too bold to prophesy, almost revolutionize our bibliography.
The Clarendon Press edition of so large a part of the
original text of Ecclesiasticus is a noble hurbmwer of what
we are to look for from this source. The Bri tl\h Museum.
like Saphir, thought the fragments less worthy of atten-
tion; but Berhn and Cambmd«e have a good few, the
Archduke Rainer has some important ones, and so have
Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Gibson, and especially the future
historian of the Jews of Egypt, Professor Kaufmann.

1 Vide Kaufmann's Heine's Ahnensaal, 123.
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A few were offered for sale at public auction at Cologne
last year, and Wertheimer of Jerusalem is also a seller.
In the fall of 1888 I paid a short visit to Cairo, saw this
synagogue in Old Cairo! as well as that of Maimonides
in the Muski, inquired about the Genizot, but obtained
no satisfactory replies. The Cairene Jewish authorities
told me that they occasionally buried torn or defaced
Hebrew prints and Sifre Torah in their Bet Chajim at
Basatni, but that nothing of importance was ever thus
destroyed. They were very proud of the Fostit Synagogue,
and showed me the original firman from the Egyptian
Caliph under which they were confirmed in its possession
some eight hundred years back, and which is preserved in
Messrs. Cattaui’s strong room. In that document the
gynagogue is entitled Ezra’s. To my horror I was also
told that the community had resolved to have the building
cleaned and renovated, and, amongst several other errors,
I expressed a confident opinion that nowadays no Hebrew
MSS. of any importance are to be bought in Cairo! The
community fulfilled their promise, and the synagogue has
been restored out of all knowledge. I paid another visit
to it in January, 1896, and thanks to the amiable and
intelligent Chief Rabbi there, Rabbi Rafail ben Shimon ha
Cohen, and his wardens, the Messrs. Cattaui, for whose
kindness I cannot be too grateful, was conducted by Rabbi
Rafail to the extreme end of the ladies’ gallery, permitted

e T T R vy e SR T R e , 7o i " —
g, A T 0N IRGUIERAES - T ¢ s e I S et 2 ki SR el T s o e

to climb to the topmost rung of a ladder, to enter the seeret
chamber of the Genizah through a hole in the wall, and to
take away with me & sackful of paper and parchment
writings—as much in fact as I ecould gather up in the three
or four hours I was permitted to linger there. This year
Mr. Schechter, to whom I am indebted for a great deal of
valuable help in connexion with this paper, has been
accorded unique privileges. As might have been expected,
he has made the best use of his opportunities, has ex-

1 See a description in my series of ¢ Notes of a Journey to the East,”
which appeared in the Jewisk Chronicle, Dec. 1, 1888, et seqq.
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haustively ransacked the Genizah, and returned home to
Cambridge laden with the spoils of the Egyptians.

THE FRAGMENT.

Among the contents of my sack—a very Benjamin's
sack—were over a hundred historical documents, about one
in every four bearing a date varying from the tenth to the
thirteenth century. There were also a few larger frag-
ments of works in Arabic and Hebrew. One of these—
a small folio of sixteen closely and carefully written
pages, each of about fifty lines—is the portion of a long-
lost work of a famous author which I have ventured to
edit here. The texture of the paper, character of the
letters, and orthography of the words, point to a date
certainly not later than the twelfth century. There are
several corrections in the MS., but hardly such as to
justify one in assuming it to be an author's autograph.
When I found it, it was sewed together, but apparently
pages 3-4 and 13-14 had been transposed. This error has
now been rectified. If I am correct! in attributing the
MS. to R: Judah ben Barzilai of Barcelona, there can be
little doubt that it formed part of his pnyn 780, and that it
followed closely upon the passage of twenty-three lines
quoted in extenso by the v/&1 (died 1327) in the nwtp madn
on the n”n which follow the treatise Menachoth in most
editions of the Talmud. The same long quotation is made

by-R-—Jeracham b Meschullam of Provence (1334) in his

mm o min. Halberstam, in his masterly edition of the
Barceloni’s Sephes Jezira (Berlin, 1885), gives a formidable
list of authorities who cite the o'nyn 20, and it will suflice
to refer the reader to his work for further information on
the subject2 He states that he possessed a considerable

1 For some arguments in favour of this view, vide infra.

2 Vide especially op. cit. pp. xviii-xxi, xxiii, and xxv to xxix, and vide
Briill's Jakrbuch, VIII, 177-188. To Halberstam’s list should be added
the references in R. David Conforte's mmmt X (Cassell's edition, "2 gy
and ‘®1"x). I have the good fortune to possess the editor’s presentation

copy to my uncle, Dr. Michael Sachs, with some pages of Sachs’ MS. notes.
Among these are not only several of Halberstam’s references to the
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6 - AN ELEVENTH CENTURY INTRODUCTION

fragment of the work in a MS. which he lent to Rabbino-
witz who describes and often quotes it in the Dikduke
Soferim to Erubin. The MS. is apparently now among
the Montefiore Codices in Ramsgate. It would seem
to be the second part, and to comprise the “Dinim”
or rules as to the Sabbath, the Erub, and the reading
of the Law. The first part, Rabbinowitz suggested,
dealt with the everyday duties of the Jew, the bene-
dictions?, the daily prayers, &c. R. Jerucham quotes
our author very frequently by name, and apparently
oftener still without mentioning him, and perhaps the plan

of his book is based on that of our Sepher ha Ittim. Of -

such & compendium of the whole duty of man the early
middle ages afford us other striking examples in the
Machzor Vitry, written in 1207 by a pupil of Rashi, and
the Etz Chajim, written in 1287 by R. Jacob*? ben Judah
of London. I venture to date the Barceloni a little earlier
than Halberstam allows, for both the chroniclers, Joseph
ben Zaddik of Arevalo, in 1467, and Abraham Zakkut ben
Samuel, in 1505, say that the Barceloni died in the year
106% 3. =

Barceloni, but also some not in Halberstam. The}; are as follows:
D% ©mar o va R e "3 T Y I Tpna Themp DR 13 NIDR
AN AT IR AOre NI MM e e TESR P ‘v S pidhant aman oR
© e prow e L 77or chaom oURon opYm hma monea kbR eean

WY DMET DDADD PRI ST IRY WK PT BT MAMT M WNIMm DN
NN DNTRY PO PR HIIT I 2”0 P JET YRR YoB M 1

Liz V73 :

7R R3Y MR 2713 37 1 o B fEa Tamean onen ooyt i oM
o1 PR R 2w anD Y71 bt et 3 S A R jrms ansa
PY or pemama & pan fsnea X (1) %9 peen e §Tamem e
270D 4k priven 'R e eond moet e R snsen noan dma N
op onxT ‘o mdhna (Roan) nmen P iR S on”s Spomaw Y. See also
the wan to the Machzor Vitry, pp. 23-4, and pp. 244 and 344 of the Mackzor.
Moreover, in the Genizah of the ancient 8ynagogue at Bokhara I have quite
lately found a fragment of a commentary on Chullin which repeatedly
refers to the 5 W13 31 e 3 3w Mot

! Vide infra as to the P mawn mentioned in our text.

* See the extracts published by my brother in the Steinschneider Fest-
schrift, pp. 186-208; pp. 241, 242,

* Vide Neubauer’s dnecdota Oxoniensia, 1887, pp. 92 and 102, The *‘Rif,”
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE FRAGMENT.

Apart from the question of its authorship?, the date of
the treatise from which our fragment is copied can hardly
be later than the eleventh century. It is full of quotations,
but the latest authority cited is earlier than 1100. These
authorities are in themselves interesting, because they are
mostly of the early centuries of the Christian era, and our
knowledge of the Hebrew writers of that period is all too
scanty. Our text is especially rich in the responsa of the
Gaonim. Two of these, Mar Rab Kimui Gaon bar Mar
Rab Achai (circa 897) and Mar Rab Hai Gaon bar Mar
Rab David (circa 89o), were hitherto only known by name.
We have now complete response from them, as well as
from a dozen others. Moreover, one Mar Rab Asaph? is
quoted as an authority whom I have not been able to
identify. He is sandwiched between the Gaonim Kiinui
and Hilai, which rather points to his having lived in the
middle of the ninth century, He is hardly likely to be the
physician Asaph?, and is certainly not the comparatively
late mox ‘ax. Can he be the Asaph mentioned in the
Seder Olam in connexion with the Massora *?

There are three Arabic response quoted—Saadia (2).
Hai® (12), and anonymous (4)—which may now be added
to Steinschneider’s list in his Hebrdische Uebersetzungen ®.
though not quoted in our fragment, is cited in the =y a£p as 573 gy ™y,
and, as he died in 1103, he would appear to have predeceased the

Barceloni, —But this s by o mrenns—aninsuperable—difficutty—He-was
a life-long contemporary, for he was born in 1013, and I suggest that 9%
was added by a pious copyist of Barceloni, and not the Barceloni himself,

V See below, p.o1r. :

72 Folio 14, but see post as to reading R instead of pon,

3 Vide Steinschueider, Hebr. Bibl. XIX, 35 and passim.

4 Vide Neubauer, 4, 0. 1. 174. #ACR '3 5w 133 WP §3 NOYT 0O W ANEDT
%33 e o hape.

s Contrast with this responsum of Hai Gaon to the Beth ha Midrash of
Nissim Gaon, the famous literary question by Jacob ben Nissim addressed
to Hai Gaon and Sherira Gaon, t6 which we owe the latter’s famous
response.

¢ §§ 544 and 545. To these may also be added a reference to a responsun
of Hai Gaon in the Massora Parva of a Toledo Bible Codex of 1492, which

B
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Then we have numerous and full quotations from many
Midrashim as well as both Talmuds and in some cases
the variants from the editions are both interesting and
important 1.

But it is for its contents themselves that the text is
most valuable. We know that the Massora was gradually
evolved by the Soferim between the second and tenth
centuries of the present era? Now the text gives us
remarkable information as to the state of knowledge of
the subject, and the Din or practice in the century
succeeding that in which the Soferim closed their labours.
Moreover, it happens that the earliest Massoretic glosses
we possess in the Hebrew Bible MSS. are little, if at all,
earlier in date3. We have here definite rules laid down,
with authorities, as to the preparation of the parchment
for a scroll of the law, the division between letters, words,
and paragraphs, the shape and “ Taggin” of its letters and
the size of its columns. But we have also something of
still greater importance. We have an almost complete
and logical analysis of the action of the Massorah on the
text of the Bible. Within the last few weeks Dr. Ginsburg
has published an elaborate Introduction to the Hebrew
Bible, which is a worthy successor to his magnum opus on

the Massorah. Over a hundred pages of the Introduction

are devoted to the subject of our text, and only two out of
thirteen classes of instances of Massoretic text modification

—_——

are unrepresented 1in our MS. Nor are the two omitted
classes, “The attempt to remove the application of the
names of false gods,” and “Safeguarding the unity of
the Divine Worship at Jerusalem,” either important or
undoubted. It is a curious fact that, for the rest of the

I recently acquired at Perim Pasha, near Constantinople. The Codex
inserts Joshua xxi. 36, 37, adding : "avenn W 9 Shim peeod 2 oe 3 phe
Y3 pata e o '

! E.g. Text, folio 10 and 16. There are about a hundred such quotations
in the text.

? Cp. 1. Harris, J. Q. R. I, 128, »

$ Vide Ginsburg’s Introduction to the Hebrew Bible, pp. 469 et seq.
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thirteen classes, our author'’s and Ginsburg’s mode and
even order of treatment are very much alike. Indeed, our
author anticipated by 8oo years much of the work so
admirably performed by the great modern Massorete,
Dr. Baer, whose death all deplore so deeply.

AUTHORITIES QUOTED.

The following authorities are mentioned and quoted
in our text:—

Talmud Babli and Jerushalmi. Boraita de Soferim, ten
times, Tosefta de R. Chija. Midrashot de R. Tanchuma.
Agadata of Genesis, Leviticus, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes.
Pesikta and Pesikta de R. Eliezer. Sefer Taggin, six times.

The following Gaonim :—

Mar Rav Hunai ben Joseph, - e¢. 689, in Pumbadita. cited once.

Mar Rav Jehudai ben Mar Rav :
Nachman, ¢. 759, in Sura, cited nine times. -

9 Mar Rav Joseph bar Chija ¢. 828, in Pumbadita, cited once.’

Mar Rav Kimui ben Mar Rav Ashi, ec. 829, in Machassia, cited once.

- Mar Rav Paltoi ben Abaji, c. 842-858, cited once.

Mar RavNatronai ben Mar Rav Hilai, c. 846, in Machassia, cited twice.
Mar Rav Amram® ben Mar Rav : :

Sheshna, . c. 854, in Machassia, cited once.
Mar Rav Mattathias, ~ c. 888, in Pumbadita, cited twice.
MarRavZemach ben Mar RavChaim, c. 880, in Machassia, cited once.
Mar Rav Hai ben Mar Rav Nachshon, ¢. 887, in Machassia. cited once.
Mar Rav Hai D¥®2 ben Mar Rav

David, ' ¢. 8go, in Pumbadita, cited once.

OV . = S = L3 B T S = SONE \ 00 SO H o) e AV Lo et o3t ] daedn
Moar oy Ormr e Mar ey I ro i tr oG it Machassi—erted-bwiee

ki 7 TR

Mar Rav Kimui? ben Mar Rav Achai, e. Sg7, in Pumbadita cited once.
Mar Rav Saadia ben Mar Rav Joseph, ¢. 926, in Machassia, cited thrice.
Mar Rav Scherira ben Mar Rav .

Chanina, ¢. g8e, in Pumbadita, cited thrice.
Mar Rav Samuel ben Mar Rav Chof-

ni ha Cohen, ¢. 960-1034, in Sura, cited thrice.

Mar Rav Hai ben Mar Rav Scherira, ¢. 9691038, in Pumbadita, cited
three or four times.

1 This is the author of the Siddur, which forms the basis of the Jewish
liturgies of Europe.
2 Of these Gaonim nothing was hitherto known but their name. Of Hai
ben David, vide Briill's Jakvbuch, 1X, 120, ¢t means of Pumbadita.
B 2 "
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Other authorities quoted are the mysterious Mar Rav
Asaph?, and the great R. Nissim ben R.Jacob, and Rabbenu
Chananel of Kairouan? who, with Samuel the Nagid and our
author,are the representative Rabbis of the generation imme-
diately succeeding the Gaonim—the minxin 9nx pxn M9, as
Menachem Meiri calls it 3. References are also made to, and
quotations taken from the mwn o7 nan e 4, the oo
ooy oowry (folio 4), the powp (ib.)%, the xnxaw ooy
and the oo Sv e, the mwbnn +bya and the o™ ; and
with regard to these last there is an important passage on
folio 9 as to defectiva and plena. Another noteworthy
phrase is pxp (not Karaites) in significant juxtaposition
with paxn oy 70 oy (folio 1). On folio 7 we have an
interesting comparison of the respective merits of the two
Talmuds, and on folio 6 a pretty case of a talmudical
“pilpul,” winding up with a comforting assurance as to
the accuracy of R. Ashi’s editorship of the Gemara. The
rival Tanaim and Amoraim are pitted against each other
and their number taken into account in just the same
manner a8 an English lawyer of to-day would balance the
authority to be attached to the obiter dicta of so many
Lords Justices and so many Puisne Judges.

AUTHORSHIP ®,

R. Judah ben Barzilai of Barcelona is known to have
written—

Vg kit g

1. the ¥ 990 vr'n edited by Halberstam ;

! Herr Halberstam {J. Q. R., X, 165) suggests that nov is meant, i e.
R. Joseph ben Abba, 814 or R. Joseph ben Chija, 828.

? ¢. 1050. They are the latest Rabbis quoted by our author.

$ Neubauer, 4. 0. I1, 228,

* As to the authorship, vide Weiss, IV, 21. Query a Gaon or Rabb1
called #a1v, and the Barceloni cited as to his authority.

S That these ‘‘early” Gaonim wrote Arabic is notable: vide Stein-
schneider, L. c.

¢ For most of the arguments as to authorship I have to thank
Mr. Schechter, and pace Kaufmann and Halberstam, I adhere to the

- adscription.




TO THE HEBREW BIBLE It

2. & p'ny7 D on various Dinim, which is frequently
quoted, and of which one part is extant in MS.;
3. & commentary on the Bible.

He lived in the eleventh century; the latest authority he
quotes is the “Rif” (Rabbi Isaac al Fasi, who died in
1103), and the chronicles assign 1067 as the date of his
death. Enjoying a very great reputation, he is fre-
quently referred to and quoted, not by his own name,

‘but by that of his city, as the Barceloni, as we should talk

of the Bishop of Oxford. Sometimes he is cited merely as
the Rabbi par excellence’. Enough of this great Rabbi's
work is extant to enable us to know what are the cha-
racteristics of his style. Such are (1) a great predilection
for the responsa of the Gaonim, shared with him by only
two Franco-German Rabbis of the thirteenth century—
the authors of the yy 2 and the ns wnoy; (2) & remark-
able diffusiveness of style, in which perhaps he is not alone
among rabbinical—and other—authors, but in which he is
certainly pre-eminent; (3) the use of archaic forms of
Hebrew spelling; and (4) modest expressions, such as
'meya, which were commoner among early writers than
among those who lived after the Conquest 2.

- All these characteristics are to be noted in the author of
our text3. The date test is absolutely decisive as to his
bhaving been at least a contemporary of the Barceloni.
The latest authorities quoted in our text are R. Chananel

and R. Nissim, both of whom were contemporaries of the
Barceloni, and although once or twice 57t is appended to
their names, that may well have been done by the copyist.
Other instances where each is cited as Sy 297 without
51 look as though they had been-living contemporaries at

! E.g. R. Jerucham, pissim, and compare Wertheimer’s Ginze Jerusalem,
1, 15 and 16, where Rabbenu Tam quotes him, perhaps from our very text,
as Y1 w3 with regard to {71 1":tw and the shape of the m.

3 But see Zunz, Gesammelle Schriften, 111, 45.

3 Note, for instance, the archaic forms—pap, »y 1y wng, P07 W,
AR, 1 (=), 1 (=), &e., &e.

iyt et et T g R, i S
gl v o o G L




12 AN ELEVENTH CENTURY INTRODUCTION

the date of composition. Again, our author’s references to
Arabic as n™un pwb and nwp pwd are at least consistent
with his having lived in Barcelona, which was fram the
ninth to the thirteenth centuries ruled by a Christian
Count, but which, as we know from Benjamin of Tudela
and other early travellers, as well as the poet Alcharisi,
had intimate commercial and social relations with Greece,
Pisa, Genoa, Sicily, Alexandria, and Palestine, and the
adjacent countries. ]

Our author frequently! refers to himself and his writings,
mentioning by name his m»an 2sp and his mana mawn.
The former may well be the Barceloni’s Biblical Com-
mentary, the title of which was hitherto unknown. The
latter is probably part of the p'nyn ‘b, his largest and most
important work, of which, I believe, this text formed part.
But perhaps the most convinecing argument in favour of
this identification is furnished by the two Rabbis previously

referred to, R. Jerucham and R. Tam. The former, in his

mm oI I g, says, Y R D@3 30D A5 3na amar T
9% 3”p, 1.e. that the number of lines in each eolumn of
a sepher should be forty-two. This seems to be a distinet

reference to the citation of Hilai Gaon on folio 14. The. -

latter, in his Rules as to the Sepher Torah above referred
to, would also seem to have our very text in view when he
quotes what may well be the remarks on our folio 10 as to
the ornamentation of the letters and the shape of the .

Forall these Teasons it will probably be conceded that

there is a very great probability in favour of our hypo-

thesis as to the Spanish Rabbi’s masterpiece having been
another instance of resurrection from an Egyptian tomb 2.

E. N. ADLER.

! Folios 1, 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 11, 13, 12, 12, 13, and 14.

? Edition, Venice, 1552, p. 17 b. ’

3 I wish to express my grateful acknowledgments to Dr. Friedlinder
who has been good enough to revise the text, which had been ably copied
for the printer by Dr. Greenburg. I have also to thank Chief Rabbi
Simonsen, Professors Bacher and Kaufmann, and Herr Halberstam for
suggesting various corrections, &c.
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D Mabn

NYBYI NN PIPDY pnne e poen oeb s pedpw (Fol. 1)
DL ¢ ey Popr by b mm ndn ’53 b awen wr pod 8O:
nam =80 Spr aneran 235 by dnm pops xR Trann B3
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2 b am pho v aan by 1w pat S xep wn PO v
moawin &b aim ey amn teobe 5w bow naw nppe xeeys
BANKY LMD N¥BI eaavwn ond o wd 1bbn pappn by anad
PICIMIN PTIPD TN 805 R MR Swm D030 13 R pse e T o
PIMPTE I9TIRD DDA NI M3 DN AR ppat 255w pebpn
MUY Ipy 93 8AR 39 &7 1Oy oty poay Wt e S amn msohe

Aoy
1 [) J I

Toa |77 F

nbpa rady Ay o3 b WA NN WM AP DX AP TN

V2D 0 BRY AR B0 by ;nsb paes Ay DvasE AR

o8 b s ab7 Awn vep epan &5 obs 5 pmat awbue
s 2yt jae nbios prby mana ox oy NS ok Abiw Abex
MY MoET XINBT ‘a3 e ay &5 xaneTa by ()man Sy mbu
YooEY 1253 xyEy 8OK MNBTH “om 85w pam xon &SR pey &b
~1aw 5o NMoPY K¥EY "OR M MBI {5 53 ndip woy 3Inabn
Aoy 5 omas nedun anRn T3P AN P RSB XD DY

! Gittin, 19. ¢ Megillah, 17.
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nerey Sman m i Sy newr nans ko Ay mees R noin
nepn o e Sy 1ansb sy 85w o 53 &S N man s amix
Toms j9o anrnb ank ¥ 995 & nem ’[En] nvp semw wben
A5 M RMELISD NPT PRI 1A N A5PE 09 waon kb
YT OB W 1) A¥(N) YD DD MR TOYDD a3 PN 1
m msm Sam xin 05n parw nedwa pby mawe ()M pr v
aop ox1 Smam pin b33 wby ansy b wan bx A oS Anawn
RWT WD TARTI PRI NP3 A mod vhy anm e sbpr won
WIRY 75 1M Wrra Dwon ne &S mows manbow 13 nepb
Mo Sua b w(x) o33 MR 8D MW 237 Nk dxe 2anbna
103 X5 BEbp31 2y MEONI 1IRY 10 1 P N 80P Dnew
191 137ND 19D S oo W &Y wbp b wng “p e pwsn
ANRB 39 9w wed @eb Ty Bk wxs 3 pwsa pean pad
ROPM Y 1R Rbpa omoy Aww Swa b amr-cen wee wa Y7
mwern wop paniow nbpr 235w oy omey e mn e Mn P
VNI NI YT R ADP3 pATpn AN vop wRe Mn pownby
Mab My Y 13 PR Ny AN oD 7t why 3nab (oan)
W b 805 pa xapan wpn Sax ¢ nep senw Swa naxby apeh
A2N3 RypR O R e0 bov mn amo o b3 ndaw why snavd
383 73 Arpb MORY N D PRYID PR PY R s My Sy
A5 RYDN ONY * JIN 1IND PR YOI PRID MBI N TN DD KoY
Wy nokbp YT RS MR npba KoY R(N) and Dwan Twdn
AR teN DI maedw mop nopd wb pre J(ywam Pios
mmoa 8w AR m Suby owmoot &% nanand swams xbwy

MY NI DI PN AR 3N oot owane Swn Sy S nueen
nmmb &5 poend &5 Amn oob 85 Dibsb o 1b pe e v
wonmd oransy mnban wdy anonb abx ;e 85 mband xb
mnmy poend papb pa pr Faew v 0 kb map v bax g
[nwwx kbx manss ] nnmy poem b Saa Panas preDnY NON
() "pxn bry nae 858 vanow yvnn kS pEda AR BIR 38 /A
Nn5 KoY XN®IZINTS M e ipa &5 [mnmm pbenm] peon
S e % 133 & &ow ™13 (e p1] abp by panss poenme wb

! Kelim, 17, 15. % Baba Bathra, 14. 3 Megillah, 5.
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WK W [ W3 85 85p ] 93 oany 137 1N 91 PRD XN
Wop Pams® R 80 #Op pamse bwun a5 ¢ mw Sapd b
38 B3 T A0 TADIDT RNIO®I RITWD 3T M POEM Mnm
reny 73w mn 15 sep i [anm phen ans 13 ome ansa] kan
8] &3 [byiw anbe] snm jam peay pr baw pbson Sax poven nni
rbenb men e Sy anwT nnwe o N e I nes nyses [
INDTD MMD MEDT PYORPTD M e WO sON pwan
S am wen wbpn abpn Sy poem tawen Sube owowos by
DYDIONMT Sy (M 85pn Sy poen wow meb nsbn 2avnT mynb
IR ST WD 923 95pR by nmmen mkanoy mow oe San
vhy pams DwowaM Ap oWEWD)M WA BOp BT 3 xRyEed
VDR 1 ORT VRO 1 mepes S e A voy pams wp phen
&5 son tbex nwnwow Ben 7R Sy manm R b A Gk )
R wean o meen vy (G)ax poenb wean 5dp abx s awmn
nma 5w i 55pn Sy owoios Sy Swan Sy narasw anma vvwane
> aex /B3y 9251 vbp by xO% (3)nawd wan &b pd(ena) Saw
w5y 21005 amw wep ord Y W Yn x3WH 93 oM Canenn
pwrd p5p v b prap v oy /A ‘ox aowe Sebey 38R nmm
M TN PP ST 1NN PP RAp MAR BT o b mad an
w3 a5 w0n &b 19 9y padn mab e mwR Am BN (fol. 2)
DIWDIOMT #ABY AR 571 1y Ao A e b o nna Sax
AINON MIN3 %D KPR %9 'B RN AMIYD 1437 13N /5P 1w 5P S
1190 #3809 AnbK an33 (8 x3on BY Gx 8by B maon Ay Snabx by
m van 85 snn by sby amsy vhaby $wes w baem ws mwnes

0eamb w1550 o3 gon e o b e Anade Aabpr s
oW 75m Sur noxdys a5 e xew &5 aab wn
mOsnat oo S xapt mos mnmy phem nbay amn D (f)wpa
WL XIMDT KM 7w 1nb oo peoR Aoy RY(B)e MnpDa b
Svan Sy amm o0 swprw mpeb amon Yo oxy xveona bpm S
1997 Y90 MY BN MBI 5 MIBR KD ROLAD XPYT vy Saa
1R [WA] M b N M0 13 DY T DOWRY DYDIN 1D e
0 9ed narbn pin 59 asb ams whm an nbv Mo prewn -

! Jer. Megillah, I, 11. 3 Sabbath, 79. 3 Jer. Joma, 40.
Cc
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v b Siav e o ¢+ vy ba3 mwna neena vmisbin ba papm
answ 571 o 21w navow v MRy noan P 8N AEp M3 D
APy An AM b3 MR wn 1 a0 o smbxew owpan nypod
NI D3N e 9 Nt by 0aab ye Sk aevpns 1w 1 nead pa paw
Ropr by mans Smn naxbn pinb b awsx w ox o5 s oo abny
12 19mn 85w Ay ev edp s b Taynn Swin g pebipy
1077 152 Ny a1 &5 oIRD nsy N et N
DRBL M Swa b ‘ox AvD3 TN B0 WY '3 AN 1R pAea
wny &5 ooebpay mpr v popb oM X3 By R wSp

P> S o 53 95par 1wr 571 pxs wmay wan oy e a

T 57 ey a9 Sy oona 1 pp1d S e mo o pap
Tpon Shan o pedpe 55 b ohisy mava nbrnsd abpa mpb
N 90D NN Naxdm x5 Symam anm Sxaan 1A ¢ rmw wwd

~xb M 21 N 15'?11 yaw -\yw$ avne o noey Swaa

BYPIR BNy B BvSMan nvab W nDm DA TnR Ko 1b
M oon vny &S DEdpa vrra proet iR A neba xS
POULT P 9N AP ‘R U9 TN 0D I ONEs R 0 S
n5Rnsb pvnn te 95 e sk 857 o abpr by aman e paniaw
s Sma xO% 1 &S ‘mpb ¥ T3 ENw N M3 85pa nwyd
p1pw S 4o owd onaany &b S obws beb nanse nn 00 o

57t byman 377 bxsam a3 a9 g3 9w Sws kbx me aname p men

95 nm &5 ymo Swar Sy 1anab man oo mee v Yhan wymen
naxrdmy wemy 53 yen ampns e s be Swan by samad
1D 1% 1M HOPI N v pinb S e et oippay ¢ s nanaw

T g
R o e B

PEPBY D O3 PRI NNNIZM DONIOE 037 59 nran v ¢ o

59 this magm ¢« 9253 mbpr mprn wbn Bpn &5 b wn ao03
FRIN N a9 55 S nandn eameea 15 mhany &5 gmé any
5P S A tnt s opwa N0 mpa Sy amen o ¢ b
25D 9%y b e mowd wen e Sy oppa Swn S wa oppa
AN 980 naxby 55 mm ppy paptd S o 5o sbpbe mmn

' + 365 nna masbn naann

1 %

! Sabbath, 79.
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n apb1 A1 Kb
BN B[p]a

may apd y voeen Sam vpin 593 mn o med mviaa

oy miavp] e A R Ao wy R mma mpnady
ppaw 85 Mo &b axen rde mow axon aenabe ey Sas
Py 3 poenbe My WS ’x mnm pbend &5 [mmn msob
o narOpd e &5 155 Apa ppa PO ML N3 W
e [ipnnd xbx] mom &b xopom 93ba nwan mnma ey 8O
S e nps won aend mobn vmew phen bax phanbe
NI NSDLA DWW IABY PIBAN TRY B MY 513 PR poen
D N3 M [ Sp] pden pams pas wn xono 15 o A7)
PEEs monan o msnoy mbas A by amnan on oy by
MABNN w3 Moy poenme won Awpd mebm M3 nmenn
mn oy o3 by &by xon mona o by &b pams pr bak pa
IS MONY PN 0w mipvey moay v Sy wnd iy pay s
DA PN S The onea Sxe moxe [pma abx] nemy
mon b ‘et Amnd aena T 3 Sy wbk pen pann pre pan
anor 5% oy mbas anpp x5% PB3 TMBR A39 PR3 ¥ nn
MR 13RS DR 3 e Aoyt 39() ()b S 15 Sueek 1b nx
(DN N NIWD 0 N NEOPEDN 1T TN OB 17 T madeb
m523 53 baxm x5 o mnn b wx axe ampn P WAy
P (R DGR O /R MYBE MY NAR R D NN N

hoa¥ 2 ¥ W LHALL SR LI LT Y a0 N . Lns pon n e ) )

x5% my ‘enb msb pa pro LM xena 2 noDpe B3 AN
137 e aO% 1ans s o poven peb Daa panyy oveon
BRT BI XU R 80X AN R 8D oeepa g (fol. 13) RIS
B TN 7903 8OR 1NN 8D MY ITIEY RnE ar T 4 e
DUPT DOUA DA DO omR NHOna nwyn NUnT AN nem
s poenb pyat xmbw Saw by awpn Sy ona 393 naeam
by ano3 b mar jansb vepR oveonw abx n teob ppa
— 5 poen poyd mne nmp papa ednn Op3 oNT DN PR

! Sabbath, 28. ‘ ? Megillah, 8.
C2
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B nxa b 2w by shaen
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DN NP ML M A pan meapn San pbow panm e i3 pmpb
paw 83 BT Man by meby mamye nems pae e Sar nevnisd
P PR 10D P nape 1 oK P e en ey by mamy nrn
a9 8 A e mbopy PN an b ARAY 1R DX M1 S pr ney
oand pr by ey pan b e R e wees mbapa b
MY e e abx wbap wxe Aen WS poyem pn b
w31 Fane Syt vy ad Sy maned prypad 5 neoes® noen pes
TN¥ NN OPD MNN TBDI PRIV PN I n pana bax g pwa
mepy 15 v mmnoy mmnoy 5 swb 37 o pxa B ¢ pmbb
19w AMND IenbY Mo Aamns meyd nuwd pry mmppa N 53

S R R P i e 2T e e O

5o s U e

$IMND NN e &S Dy oD amx e &5 amina OB —

T DIPH3 SN Sy w3 oipwa 5pn Sy pams xon 2ovBDT XnTam
PSR 137 8N Snerd By nhwn e MR En owb 11avd P
NInDM joed 1Ay Ty mbibs AL Mona MY AR owe Sedm 19
“60 O BX WMAR T opd KINT KAA DM PPN P AN
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! Boraita de Sopherim, I, 1. 2 Ibid., I, 4.
3 Gittin, 45, 7 ¢ Ibid., 54.
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NN X37 BRI ™13 90DA Sy BrowmT nan Man B Dnophp
3 orb XY DRn HM A3bBR DR 3N5R KA 3ND AND NN
~Bp5 M7 M 113 7001 by anis R nbxn 390 5 nx b xpr ven
AL PNN 172 9807 S DRanat 27 137 Mepa &R M Paph TN
19 9N MR b3 1 anR vn oane Sy abxe e w w13 mpon Sy
"an mo ans 55 & ano s & by pnb Ay pan Syay inba
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e s,
i, e

L.
ey o

mona St nebmy pann Sy g9 5w ans ae oan Sy jonb s
by &b bw ans mo ana thnb By ana & mban b meon
50 anamb s &5 173 vson Sy obad s ans ax 12 son)
MED M3 PR I PIB3 ApRT nwr W thpn pedba e 8Oy ntan
A NON AN M &5 AT 1ED3 AR M Saedm 13 pyme 120
AN 0D TR (fol. 14) c e oo e 379 Baoparw AR e e
mmbn TMND DyB Ry 5 paa eNmn 30 w7 Ny DRBD AU
Yo 593 3w pown Ny PEIN DR NPT DR S (DI

! @ittin, 6. ~  * Megillah, 16. 3 Boraita de Sopherim, I, 1.
t Jer. Megillah, I, 11. 3o e,
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S nond 1913 13y e abpa mew Sz b owx aws an
AN 98D naxdy 2anb w19 b mvwppn wb weam kb 5opm
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=37 sodxw N ey 5 53 e e 75pbe amp i Spnb e
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$NIYD 33T B3 NS NE R e Dipna Swan Sy wa bipwa
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37 DT NDPD BN NSO FT AT Saaw prvwn oo popdy s
Ny Sxeby e D o Db DR bR 5P onss wen
N 7D3Y 4DMBDT XNMA2 DR oo NOR 975 xvan &S smyupa
ADIIN AT PN NEDI OPD ND NNYD NI ONRA DI Db
9333 DAY 3B 13 0 DD D T nmde Won 1ONY neba
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! Baba Bathra, 5. 2 Boraita de Sopherim, I, 4.
$ Jer. Sopherim, I, 11. * Boraita de Sopherim, I, 4.
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W1 7810 4 obpty MODMI NI 9T M3 TRIBH N2 A DY NN
At b by opaan B D Ay S bew ez men S pans mmba
SEy ANOLL DORD D7 Amy e oAy wep aromd by awen
Y PIRRY 13D B npane oy mb Yo by mne 0 pavan amnwts
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3 Menachoth, 30. * Sabbath, 88.
¢ Baba Bathra, 164 wwp 3 58,

! Query read mov.
t Jer, Shekalim, VI, 1.
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yinm &5 A pwb bsa panay bMeD FRUNT AT Y R
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1 Menachoth, 30. % Baba Bathra, 13. ® Megillah, 8.
4 Yadaim, 4, 5. 3 Megillah, g.
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! The Nagid referred to is probably Samuel ben Paltiel, and we may
supplement Dr. Lazarus’ pedigree of the Reschgolas in the ninth volume
of Briill’s Jakybiicher, by naming on p. 117 Judah’s son Chisdai III, and
inserting between XVI and XVII Chisdai’s son Daniel as the seventeenth
Prince of the Arab period. Chisdai II ruled about 865 to 890, and is
obviously too early either for Sambari—or my documents. Sambari
mentions (Neubauer, Mediaeval Chronicles, 1. 133) yet another Reschgelutha
Chisdai as having been in 1160 teacher of the famous David Alroy.
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.+. May God requite this to me and to my (father the) Nagid,
in the presence of whom I sat aforetime on several occasions,
when I preached the word of the living God to the heads of
the holy people on high days and festivals. And when Israel
heard that I gave goodly words of the law which is our heritage,
and that I could make clear that which was hidden and difficult,
then they had reverence for me, for they saw that the Lord had
given me the tongue of the learned that I should know how to sustain
by & word him that is weary. Moreover, my God wag thh my mouth,
and did teach me what’ to speak.

Now know ye the measure of God’s kindness to me. Not alone did
the Caliph, our gracious king, may his dominion be exalted, cause me
to inherit the post of Nagid, and declared, “This is the man who
shall rule over the people second to me.” Nor hath he alone
entitled me Nagid over his people, but before his time, many
years ago, in the days of my (father the) Nagid, while he yet lived
and the spirit of the Lord was in him, I began to be called the crown
of princes by our Nasi and prince (Daniel ibn) Chisdai, the Great
Prince, Head of the Captivity of all Israel, to whom all faces turn
from all corners of the earth, may his dominion be established, until
kingdom come to the daughter of Jerusalem as of yore, and may his
name be as the name of the great ones of the earth. And from that
day onward, the spirit of dominion hath flourished in me, and all my
ways have prospered, and all Israel knew that the house of my (father
the) Nagid is sure to be before the Lord for ever, and that I do rule
the people of the Lord after him, with the sanction of our lord the
Resh Golah, under whose rule we and all Israel come. Weall remaining
faithful to the God of truth, and to the Nasi, exalted be he.

Moreover, our lord the Rosh Jesheeba of the Pleasant Land —may
his rule continue !—followed his exa.mple and confirmed his words,
and by his office lent suppa 0 mine, and confirmed me on the

"~ INSTALLATION OF THE EGYPTIAN NAGID

Nagid's throne, and established my dominion on a rock, and guided
my footsteps. This is the inheritance of the servants of the Lord and
their righteousness, and this the cup of their reward. For thus saith
the Singer, “Mark the simple man and watch the upright, for the
end of that man shall be peacel.”

To you, O ye righteous congregation, in whom is found every-
thing that is good and worthy of praise. May peace increase from
sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. May
God’s salvation be great!

After we had sent this letter to our lords, our brethren there
reached us from them an excellent letter of appointment.

1 Or, “There is & future to the man of peace.”
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. . [The Caliph appointed runners] to go before me through the
streets of the land of Egypt, and on that day we went out with
a mighty procession of horses, and there was a sound of gladness
throughout the land, and the little girls stood on the wall to see the
state which had been granted me of my king, according to the hand
of the Lord as it had been good to my father the Nagid, (and a copy
of the mandate) which had been written in the name of the king
was read out in the gates (of the land of Egypt), and the law was
proclaimed that the (dignity of Nagid) should not pass away from
me, and that all Israel under his dominion should come under my
rule; and he commanded that I was to have a name as the name
of great ones who are in the land, and was to hold dominion as Nagid!
even as did my father the Nagid, and for my diet there was a con-
tinual diet to be given me of the king, month by month, all the days
of his life. And all Israel rejoiced in me, and the land of Egypt was
quiet. Then the poor sheep that watched me knew that the grace
bestowed on my father the Nagid was a blessing unto me continually,
in order that there should not be cut off from his house a man to
stand before him all the days ; for (the Torah) the pleasure of the Lord
prospered in his hand all the days of his life, and verily he gave up
his soul to magnify the Law, and to adorn it. Thus did he divide him
a portion with the great, and with the strong he divided the spoil,”
because he has poured out his pure soul unto death for his holy Law,
and he was numbered with the transgressors, and he bare the sin
of many. And the spirit of princedom (Nagiduth) which was upon
my (father the) Nagid hath begun to come upon me, and it hath

waxed strong vnthm me, and hath ca,used me to sta.nd ﬁrm, and it
hath stronethene . . 5

B e e

Palace, and to go out and come in before hlm, for all the needs
of Israel and for all their affairs. [All this I owe to the merit of my
father the Nagid] and the merit of the Gaon.

And as regards the Gaon of the Pleasant Land, may his rule be
established, behold his letter, which speaks clearly for itself, shows
that even had the Caliph not confirmed me in my office of Nagid, the
Gaon would nevertheless have lent me support and strength because
of his love for my father, which wondrously exceeded even that of
Jonathan for David?, How much the more so, now that the Caliph's

! A play upon words, cp. ‘‘domineer” and * dominate.”
* The Hebrew text is here somewhat difficult and perhaps corrupt.
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own hand hath turned the wheel of dominion toward me in all -
due form, and the Gaon’s authority hath followed his, in all its

strength, and hath agreed with the royal decision. This also cometh

from the Lord of hosts, who is wonderfu} in counsel and excellent

in working. Happy is he that rejoiceth in the blessing of a good

father. Happy he who hath that on which he can be sustained.

All that the Gaon, may he live for ever! hath commanded me and

the wise men of the law [shall surely be performed].

E. N. ADLER.
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