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INTRODUCTION

Wednesday o
June 81, 1911.

A few days ago ny son Jesse said that he would so
mash like me te write out =y reniniumn, as it would
give him the benefit of my experience by recording in my
off-days at Sunnyside during the swmer a sketeh of my
1ife's history. At first the idea did not appeal to me,
as 1 414 not look with r;vor on making the effort which
such a task would impose. On further refleetion the
thought presented itself that I might pursue the task in
a sort of desultory way, jotting down from time to time,
as the spirit moved me, sush cosurrences as happened to

present themselves to my mind, without aiming at any

eonsesutive, chronologisal effort, and if this resulted

in anything worthwhile, the purpose might be acoomplished

. without its boring me, as the contemplation of such an un-

— T IR

“dertaking systematisally attempted wurely would, I there-

fore leave 1t to the development of time to decide for me

1f anything shall come of this phﬁ, of which these lines |
are the first beginning. L As I now view it, it shall be

my purpose to make this record for my children only; there-
fore vhatever may be the outoome br' the plan, in order that
it may not be misconstrued, this ggntral feature should not
be lost sight of, othorwise, I fear, my children, or per-
haps more likely my grandchildren, for the "I" must necessar-
11y be the predominating pronoun, which under other circum-
stances would stamp me justly as having an exaggerated sense

#
of my own importance.
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1.
1846 - 1883

I was born im Otterberg, Palatinate of Bavarias
(Rheinpfals), FPebruary 6th, 1846 - 1f 1 mistake not, in
the same house where my father was born. The Straus
fanily resided there, oOr yin the immediate vieinity, for
several gensrations. My father, Lasarus Straus, was the
eldest som of Jacod Straus » Who was the eldest of three
brothers, all residing in the same town of Otterberg.
Xy aramdfather's two brethers were named Lasarus and
salemon, the latser being the father of wmy mother and the

~youngest of the brothers. My father was born in Otterberg,

April 25th, 1809. My mother wheae maiden rame was 3ara
Straus, was also born 1in Otterderg, Janmuary léth, 1823.
The three brothers, Jaseb, Lasarus and Salomon, all

lived in Otterberg. If they were not born thers, they

were born in @ ose preximity. I have an idea that they

- may have been born within five miles, at a place oalled

‘__.;‘_‘;‘,-M;d;__,—-—:“"

S ————— P T~y

Minohweiller. 'rbo name of Straus figured awong the |
prominent Jewish families of that sestion. The Jews of '
the Palatinate adepted family mames when Napoleen took |
possession of that part of the country. My sreat-grand-
father, whose name was Jacodb Lazar, was one of the members
of the great Sanhedrin assembdled in Paris in 1807 by
NEapoleon to aid in making laws s0 as to harmonize the status
of the Jews, who were aseorded equal rights with the pro-
ronorc of other religious seets. I assume that his name
was Jacob ben Lasar, for up to the time that the Jews
adopted family names it was sustomary for them to be identi-
fied in this wise: Jacod, som of Lasarus,

o A ——
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1845 - 1p63 |
Ry grutomndruhw hnd contracts with Napoleon's
Avmy. for the dsliivery of supplites feo thohm‘-w
iaprension is as = subegentraetor, for I have hesrd w
father speak of a lswswit which he recalls as & boy
was being cmtoa oa ny his father and unales against
ammmorrm.mntumorm«
ssmtracts. 1 never kmew ny grandfather on my fasher's
side, as ke died vhen my fathsr was & young man, dus I
~ wedl remswber the other twe Wrothers, Lasarus and Salomen,
 the laster beimg my gramdfather;en wy mether's side.
Tey were Woth cultwred and sdusated gemtlemem. They
Speke Premsh as fluemtly as Gerwan. Neither ene was
W in any regulary Yusiness. They vere land owners,
and, I belleve, when the erops were harvested, they bought
the wheat; o&ts, dclover and slover seed, whieh were the
| prinstpal ereps of that sestisa, frow \heir meighbers amd

i S L il ‘
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them sent them teo m markes of Xaisersisutern and hmhuu, o

the shelf sommereisl towns of the seetion,

The Jewish burial grownd at Mehlingen (about & miles
from onm;). sontains the graves of several generations
of Stramses, their being ne Jewish eemetery at Otterberg.

- Up te 1048, Otterderg was & wery thriviag stewn, " csontain~
ing perhaps 40 Jewish families. After thas they began te
emigrate, and as this wrising not a single Jewish family
remains. They had a nice synagegus and sokesl house whiek
were beth yot astively ecswpied when I visited them in 1863,
Bat after the death of my grandfather about 1873 or 1894, who
soems te have been the last prop of the Towish sommunity,
it rapidly disintegrated, so that whem I again visited shere
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1845 - 1888

in the early a:.amn. beth Wuildings were awtuamc ma
the nngtm rcuu mm the symagegue uontuimd had ‘bom

removed to numlmtm.

1888, Ny father, who was mttu in the revolu-
tien of 1848, finding life bDurdensome after tho collapse of
the movement, leng contemplated emigrating, but his ties
were so mamy that he found it most 41fffeult to tear himself
sway, and mt \mtil thc npﬂng of 1858 Mum ha bring hmolf
te take this d«iai” atom I belleve he um.a at Philae
d&lphh and there met a m:- of tm asquaintanses who
had preseded him to this country, some ‘of uhm were estadlishe

od in business in different parts of the country. He was

advised to go south %o make a start i.n business, and I beliave
Ogelthorpe, G‘nrm. provoﬁ to be his destination. There he

 met some a‘qmim.a from the old country t.hrom whem he

.
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made a commestion with swo brothers, EKaufmsn, who were the
owners of a peddler's wagen which circulated with an sssort-
ment of dry goods, Yankee notions and the like through several
adjoining sountries. In those comparatively primitive days,
when that state was yet :pnrﬁlr uttlod and the rursl parts,
through the existense of slavery segregated on the large plan-
tations a population uml to, and often sroum mn, the

nuaber the nearest villages contained, the 1t£mmt merohant

£11led o want, and hemee his vosation was looked upon with

mish faver by the peeple and he was treated by the owners of
the plantations, whish he ususlly visited at regular periods,
with a spirit of equality that it is diffienlt to appreciate
at the present day. Another feature which helped to 1ift the
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plane of his vocation in the southern states was the exist-

enm of thvm. as this drw s line of demmreation between
tha} white and the dDlask reace and was largely instrumental

in glving every white man a sort of status of squality whieh
probably 814 not prevail in sestions wheare slavery did not

axist.

‘I;‘hm s 1f the podalcr proved to be an honest, upright

man, wha cameimtmmlr treated his fmammm with fairness

am& made no miumprnmution as to m: wares, he was, during
his sojourn at the houn, for he slept and took his meals with
the family who was his customer, ususlly one night at a house,
treated as am honored gusst and his visits were looked forward
to with resl pleasurs. Another festurs, which almost sounds like
fistion, respeocting the relationship between even the wulthiest

and most aristooratic families and the comparativsly humble

£to take my ;uy ﬁar board and lodging of the man and make only - o
2 small charge for the rué of the horases, ﬁxi'eh Rives an idea - )
of the viasw entertalned by the southern pecople as to the proper |
condust towards the stranger under your roof. The peddler in

raturn usually reciprocatsd by making some suitable present,

sither to the lady or her daughter, and he frequently provided

himself with articles for the purposs, with the view of ascer-

taining st one visit what particular item might provs sspocially

woliwm at the next, and thus a bond of’ frisendship sprang up

which it is in this part of tha country and at t;hia time Aifficult

"to understand.

In the course of these journeys my father hrappened to reach

Talbotton, Georgia, which town made such a favorabdle impression
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18456 - 1863
on him, owing to the air of refinement which its uppeamme
gave evidence of, as compared with all other p@in&n he had
visited, that the idea struck him that it was a place in which
ne would like to settle. Has was fond of relating that this
1i1ttle town was the first onwe uhiah.m&dﬁ him feel that he
had gotten away from the uneouth, primitive and frontier-like
conditions dhieb.uhsruatarixod every other aattlewmnm'ha'had
paa:cd through. The houses looked well kept and neat, attrac-
tivaxy puinzoé, aica gardens, flowers and aultivated ahrubbery
aboundod? and then he reund,that these external slgns were
borne out by other conditionsi splendid schools, both for
boys and for girls, and the péapla appeaéod.ga « whole to be
of a finer typé ﬁhanfha hﬁd met with anywhere elne.
ralbotton is the county seat of Telbot County, and
while Georgia was termed the E

wairo 3tate of the south, Talbot
was called the BEmpire County at tha atata. Pather's judgmant,

.- . e 4 :
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therefore, Was not astray. It hgppenod to be court week when

he resched there, which always brings many people to the town,
and 1t thersfore was at 1ts Dest so far as activity goes. This
no doubt also hnd‘it: influence in Mmpreasing my father, for
during court week business ia astive and the town has & com-
paratively festive appearance. ‘

Another faotor must not be lost sight of., Peddlers
had to take out a license in each county in order to do business,
and this had to be obtained at the county seat. 8o his first step
was tO0 go to fh@fccdrt House to ascertain the cost of & 1icense,
1t proved to be very high- 30 high that my father was In doubt
whether the bualnint which he might do would justify the outlay.
30 in leaving the Court House the idea occurred to him that he
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1845 - 1863
might rind £ store where he might unpack his goods and take
advanﬁagp of ths opportunity which so mnny strangers « that
is visitors, ‘not parmsnent rosidents, were in town, to test
ths business ©0slibre of the place. He found thatthe only
tailor 4in the village cccupled a storo which appeared to be
too large for his needs, snd a short interview developed
the faoct that he was willing to have ay father share its oc=-
cupancy, at a price which seemed attractiv., I believe my
fathoer sald less than a license to ply his trade as an itine
erant would have sost. 30 he promptly sccepted, and fmue~
Aiately anpaakad and displayed his wares. 7The results
proved so satisfactory that after a few waeka' his stock was
"m0 deplsted, and tha first impression of the town turned out
to be so fully justified, that he propossd to his partner,
Kaufman, to try to rent a store in the town and selile there,

~They succeedsd in

T R R SR D a a e PR

leave for Philadelphia tallay in & gtodk of goods. His partner
ceubtod the wigdom of the move, for he feared that the Oxlow
thorpe merchant who had heretofore supplied them with their
merchandise might put his veto on thelr settling down to store
keeping, instead of peddling, and as they were behelden to

the Oglethorpe merchant of peddling, and as they were indebted

to him for mastnar the merchandise they possessed, the fear
was not entirely unfounded. He further aouhtmd‘my father's
ability to prooure sufficient oredit in Philadelphia to snable
them to make aproper display of merchandise in the comparative~
1y large space (largs only in comparison to the wagon whigh
theretofore constituted their place of business) whioh the

rented store required,
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184§ ~ 1863
When zy father reached Philadelphis, he immediately
began to look around to ascertaln what prospects he had towards
aaooapliahlﬁs the purpose of his misaion., He found several
wholesale houses, in different lines of merschandise that he
requiroﬁ, who either kamsw him personally or knew the family
”reputation» as 1t happened that there were in Philadelphia
. many former residdnts of that part of Gerunny‘frwm.which.my
father came. He hud‘amﬂittiwulmy in establishing a line of
credit solely om the strength of the character and reputation
#hidhﬁhn‘bora in the 0ld country, for he had nelther capital
nor business expsrience in the new country which juatified
any basis for the same, There wers some branches in which
this 4id not prevail, and to these he was resommended by the
onss who kaew him, Neturally all the merchants rested thelr
oredit on ftith in his honesty entirely, but thara=wna one

| 11nc of merchandise dhiah.raquirod.mara capital than‘any

. ~_.,.‘w

German immigrant seemed to have been abls to aacumulata - dry -
goods and domestics, as 1t was knatn* This branch was entirely

in the hands of native Americans, and it was therefore the

most diffieult branch in which an unknown man, without an estab-
1ished orsdit, could obtain a foothold. It is neceasary to add
that it must have been about June when my father resched Fhila-
delphia, delfore tall‘atnekm u;}a ready, 80 that the moment assopt-
ments were complete nmy father began making his selections and
shipping the merchandise forward, and by the time the marehants
from the south began to arrive, my father had nearly completed

his business. Apong these merchanis my father found more ag~-
quaintances from the old eountry. One of these, vhen he learned from
my father that he had completed his purchases excapting domestics

and dry goods, for which line he had not the courage or facllity

P e e e e e e e e e e o e ST ST ST ST T T - - T T - ——— ) e e ————————r—— A
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1889/~ 1863
to sesk s vonneetion, this newly found feiand offered to
tntroduse lim, and in this way he susceeded in oarrying

out the plan he had laid #ut for himself, for in the country

stores, saeh as Taldotton had, 1t was necessary to tﬂbrucé '
all lines of merchamdisme, and "&rt goods and demestiocs”, °

as this bdrand was dosignated, constisited the most important.

Wy father was about ready to resturn to Georgia when
there arrived in Philadelphia the merchent from Oglethorpe
whose house had supplied the goods theretefore to him, He
was astonished and pviaqntag displecsed with the dissovery
that he would 10“ a cuth;w, and intimated that he would
sees to 1t that the m«m eredit to enable »y father to
obtain his supplies would be withheld. when, however, he
d1scovered that it was too late to scoomplish his jeslous

‘end, he ochanged his tune, es it seems that he feered that my

o sufficlent to turn the tables

L —

on him, and 80 he expressed the hops that ths herstofore
friendly rekhiions would not be disturbed.

The most astonishad individumls my father found in
his partners on his returm to Talbottan. How rry [ather, an
utter stranger in mi‘laauphh s Without ogp’z tal and without

any known record, as they auppesed, sould sucoeed in stoeking

s store with & general assortment of mershandise, was boyond

thair scemprshension.

This episode rmst have oocurred in the sumver of 1853
and as ‘uy father was naturally enxious to have his faxdly Join
him a3 soon as he was satisfied that he had found & foothold,
he began to make plans to this end, and ha wrote to my grand-

father, the father of my mothsr, that he expected to bes able




1858 - 1883
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which my father left behind Aim in Otterberg were suf-

‘30 take care of them the following summer. The means

figient to keep the family in @ mfort dwring the period
that he was pvuparingﬂa home for them in the new sountry.
He therefors was struggling with the problem only of pro-
vidng the new home, whieh he succaeded in doing by the
following swam r. | | ) o
1884 - 1883

My mother with her children {Isidor, Hermine, Nathan
and Ossar) left Otterberg August 24th, 2854, on her Journey
te join my father. We were accompanied to Havre only by
my mother's youngest brother, Jasod (a half-brother). Our
grandfather accompanisd us from Otférﬁerg - he’an.hersau
bask sand the rest ¢f us, ss narrated before, together with

a nursemaid, in a sarriage, to Kalserslautern, where we

took

the French frontier town, and there we remsined one night. )
In those days, I assume, this was considered a long enough )
journey for s mother with little children to 'bake in s single
day ., |

| On the following morning we left for Parls, vhere we
| remained untiliugmt g20th, when we etarted for Havre, vwhere
_ we %00k the steamer "St. Louls”, on her malden trip, for New
York. We arrived in New York on September 12th. Before the
steamer had fastemed to the dock my mother recognized my father
impagiently pascing up and ciam, and I elearly recall the length-
ened minutes, which seemed like hours-—, that elapsed between -
his first resognitdén and the time when we could be embdraced in
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1854 ~ 1863

his arms.

| our trip te Talboticn was postponed for sevaTAl weeks,

1‘ owing to yellew fever raging in Savammah. ¥e remained in

’ Hew York & few days and then departed for Pniladelphia,
There We spent several weeks, until it was considersd falrly
safe to take the steamer for Savannah. To tho best of my
resollestion the steamer arrived at Lavennsh in the morning,
and as it was conaidered safer not t¢ snter the sity, w»
spent, the day, until evening, whan tha train started, st the
shanty oalled the station, whieh I h@licva’tna on the ocut-
skirts of the town.

on erriving st Talbotton, which was five wiles Irom

geneva, the rallway station, whioh part of the Journey was

. made by stagsecach, we found a somfortably {urnlshed home.
I recall that socon after reaching there I ran around the

grounds on an inspesting tour, and coming baok to the house

_to say that our house was bulli on stilts - Yhe style of

conatrustion being no cellsar, but Qpan.nir apace, plllars

of wood, perhaps twelve ilset apart, iorming the founkietlion
which supported she building.

After attending & preparatory school, I entered (Ol=
lingswoerth Inxtitute, & sort of high sehool, which was well

known throughout the Scuth and attracted students lrom many

states., Thers I received practisally all the schooling I
have anjayada My attendanse ocovered the pariod betwaen 1858
and 1861 In the datter years, owing to che breakiny out of
the Civil War, and my father's partner having joined the arny,

I was withdrawn from school to assist in She business. iven

prior to this period I was acoustomed to help my father {n the
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1854 - 1863 |
evenings, the store being closed to emable my father to go
home for the evening meal, then called supper, imd opened
again after that until about 9130. There was economy in

‘this program, for the store was lit by kerosene lamps, whioch

was & luxury that the home did not afford, and thérefom
furnished a better nght for the preparation of my louém ’

whieh 1 aluyn 444 during these howrs, It may sound strange,
. but eeonomy was practised by imy mther, who was & most sys-

tmtw and curcumspest housekeeper, Lo susch an extent that

the h log fire in the evening was made to da“cmioo as light
after the evening meal was disposed of, during the winter,
mila in the sumer the m.tt.doar 1ife dispensed largely with
the need of light indoors. Candles were in those days the
11lumination, which were mavufsctured largely in the housshold.
I can well recall sssisting in this mductéy, the material for
vhich was gathered from the tallow that the cooking materisl

_threw off, °

B s

Ny tnthw': parmcr botrdod with us, umi t;hia mnoy
enabled my mother o defray her outlay for grooerles, hich was
about all of the tadle necessities that it was necessary to
purehase. Vegetables oame from our garden. Chickens were also
raised, ﬁd the principal other meat consisted of amoked bacon,
that was laid in for the whole year during the annmual hog=k11ling
season, and generally ocured or suoked in our own smoke house.
Fresh meat was a rare delicacy tn thet part of the world. Sueh
s thing was a butcher did not exist in our 1ittle town. ‘hen=
aver a fumer of the county saw fit to slaughter an Ox or &
shesp, he would bring the sarcarcs to town, exhibit 1t in a build-
ing, or rather shanty, on the public square, ealled a markat,
whioch in reality was only a market for that particular occation,

e ey e T T N e .k,:-;:wfx_“f:-«mi;;f' P it A >l
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1854 ~ 1863 |

for at other times it was an empty building, ring a bdbell
which was huag there, anﬁ thus announce that some fresh
ubat'uga for ssle. This tc&racly'hAppunia oftener than
onse in two or three weeks, durtng;ﬁbe,aold portion of
the year. Ios bdeing s very scarce commodity, a greut
luxury in fact, which had to be shipped from distances
of many miles, was, as I recall 1it, only’bfaught onoe
in a great while by a mnraomomr when he wanted to
oftur the tovnapooplo the opportunity of 1ce eream treoats,

I think my'tuth»r gave my‘mmthnr s. monthly
allowance of about twenty dcllars. It was my mother's
wish always to have an allowanee, as this enabled her to
manage her affairs like a tinanaidr, and I am sure that no
matter how unull,uuﬁh.un.allawannn'uigh$ hnva'bcqn, aho
would manage to save aangﬁhingaux ct‘it. That was &

pleasurs of whieh she was very fond, and as a matter of

.
- - -
. oLl ]
- EER . e N

“fast she saved enough in the course of two or three years

te purchase a piano for my sister Herminse to practice on,-

an extravaganse as she thought which only could be Jjustified
{f 1t oame out of her savings, snd without taxingfm@ father's
cxdhoquér. My ohildren, for whom only this record is meant,
a*a;ncaroix:'roulizc what the econowmy of those days meant.

A small business in a small town could only ensble a man to
asoumulate the smsallest saving by the strietest and most par-
simonicus management. I can well recall what a sacrifice the
schooling tuition of us children entailed; how huge a sum it
sappeared to be and how thoroughly 1 apprecisated the burden it

involved. There were no public or free schools in those days
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in that part ofthoswth. When a new text dook had to de
obtained, a sharp quest after a second<hand one was instituted
and seldom failed. This resulted in a u&ving.ér at least half,
On one cccasion, when my studies of Oreek had udrunced-to ihcro’
a distionary was esasntial, my father, in one of his :aha~
~anmual trips to the North (Philadelphia and Kau“fbrk)brougbt,
along a new copy of Littell's and Scott's Ureek lexicons, one
of the very few new books, that is not second-hand, that I
oauld.bogst of possessing. What a feeling of #xultation it
ﬁrodted, and how proud I was of sush an elegant prise.

About 1860, how I camot reeall, I had bcuanm possessed
of the idot'thnt I would make an effort to secure an appoint-’
ment for the West Point unlisgry Academy, It possibly was suggested
by the fact that a noighbur of ours had a son at West ?oinﬁ who
came home during vacation. He was to graduate xnexaoa, and he
| suggested, I immgine, but I cannot reosmll, my taking steps to

ons sre apportioned by congressional

S~ - . T mmelT e e
o . e
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‘distrists. The appointment was tentatively preemptsd, but the
briukingaut of war naturally brought it all to nmaught.

As I stepped my tﬁhoalihgbin,leﬁl, an barbru stated, on
aceount of my taﬁhar needing me in the stors bdecauss his partner
had enlisted 1n the army with the 4th Georgla Regiment, whieh
had bﬂunwordardd to Norfolk, Va., I was out of achool for abdbout
18 months vhen my father's partner came back discharged owing
to physiscal ditability.' My father always insisted on giving
us all the boat”pcmuiblo oduoutién, and ub he sanimated me to
arrange for begimning my studies. As most of the high sehools
and colleges had suspended work owing to the depletion of the teach-
ing staff, many of whom, as well as the older students, having

joined the army, thers were not many opportunities open for con-

-
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1884 - 1863

timing my studles. The a.ox-gu nlituv Aoadeny at Mar-
1etta was, homar, 1n full blnt. anﬁ 1t was thero I de~
termined to enter. I had engendered the uilitnry spirtt
first vhm 1 desided to apply for West Point, and secondly,
when the war breke out in 1361 the whole South motioally
bwm s military cmp, even boys of from 16 to 18 years
Qf age juming in the effort of organizing campuuiu.' Dure
mg this uaitmt the boys of ’ralbottm were not bohind
in their fawor and putviotim, and as mmx a8 the 4th ‘

- Qeorgia ﬁegimmt, which mctiuny took most of the able-

- bodied men out the the t;ovn, had dopartad mr the front,
they organized & company and I was elected first Lieutnant.
They offarod their services to the Governmor of Georgla, bdut
he replied that as there wers not arms snough to uquip the
men , m acoept boys as soldiers was cmt of the qu«tiam |

" These two tpisodu probably mdugoa ne to choaw the Georgu

| Mili.tary Audm for ocmp}.tting my
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Mariatta and in duc aouru prnmt&a mynlt at the Amdm to
take thu antyry examinations. When I a.rrind at the cmmmpus

I met some uqmmtamn and they invited me to thelr living
quarters to spend th,la intarvming hour 'mux I conld arrange
for an mtéwiw with the proper authorities. After spending
& uimrt while in the room of one soquaintanee, I wu invited
to visit that of another, ‘Unwphis'tioated as I was, I accepted
the invitations without the least mupiaian,’ for I don't think
mt the mrd 'huing was in my vocabulary. However, when the
galhmtry of my friend bade me, when reaching the door of hiu
raam, to praoodo him in entering, I failed to diacover until

it was too late that the door was a2 little ajar, snough to
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uﬁa’blo & tin pan full of water %¢ »e pershed ever the opening, ;f{;

vhioh ssme dewn on me as soon as I pushed Lt epen. I was so
theroughly dremched that I was sompelied te retura te the

hotel and ehange wy attire from head to foot. This disgusted
me 80 uttérly that I never returned to the Asadamy, and %o

- vhat extent this episede ehanged the sowrse of wmy life is spes-

ulation:
The following merning I hired & buggy with a driver,
and visited a mill whish was sitwated a few nilu awmy and

. made & sontrast for the delivery to me of some of the mill's

produst, on whiah I made a very good m and thus became
exdarked on s mereantile saresr, which has been my mcmtion
qm sinse. To the dest of ny recellestion, I went te Atlanta
the feolloewing day, sold for futwre delivery what I had ammoted
for at the factery the previous day, and smbarked in other trans-
aotionms, s0 that uhn I returned to Talbotton, after an absence

turn of avenits, ﬂm their suscessful results, in a measwre ap?
peased the disappeintment which an utter failure of the purpose
of my trip would have caused,

™¢ Bloskadéng of all ® uthern ports, whieh aut off the
supplies that the southern merehants had sheresefoere procured from
the norther markets, made all ke Detter grades of dry goods,
alothikng, at0,, vory seavrce, and as the smeller inland cities,
towns and villages m. slow in besoming apprised of eonditions,

the sesport ocities and towns sent agents througheut the sountry

and bought up stesks of mershandise whieh ® mmnder higher prices

than ordinsry retail values whieh these sountry dealers had placed

thereon when first put on sale. In other words, the emhansement
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of values through ssarcity, 4and the doproontién of the
amm from god values, whioh made themselves felt

This in a few months resulted in the merchandise stocks find-
ing thefr way to the larger from the smaller towns, and in
due sourse the rursl commnmities awakened to the realization
of what had happened, tee hto;of sourse to cheek or remedy
conditions. ?grh:.pa the Jewish merchants | wéra repres ented in
these foraging expeditions througeut the ecountry to their
full proportion, and there begm a tirade in the nw;ﬁnparu
‘ipimt this practice. The man who wers msasod in thia
perfestly legitimate business snterprise were denounsed as
extortionists, spesulating on the necessities of the peopls
while many of their bread-winners were at the front, risking

their lives on the alter of their country, and the Jews were

singled out as 1f they alone were the perpetrators of what

rtant senters, had not penetrated the interior.

wave of denunciation has been itnr\tod,‘ for people, without

- refleotion of examination of faots, feeling that the complaint

of one eogmnity find esho in its own, to join in attributing

deplorable conditions to one and the same cause, and thus a

prejudide agsinst the Jewish merchants wasy inaugurated that

found utteranse in official an! semi-offioial quarters. So
1t ocsourred that a gramd jury of Talbot County, in winding

up {ts session and making its presentmenta to thé court, as
was the custom, referred to the evil and unpatriotic conduct
of the representatives of the Jewish houses who had engaged
in this nefarious business. When my father became aware of
the the aetion of the Grand Jury, he immediately let 1t be
Jmown that he would move sway from a eommnmnity which had cast
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sueh a reflestion on him ss the only Jew living im
their midst, and promptly took steps te carry his de-
termination, inaisting, notwithstanding all protests *
to the comtrary, that he was justified in construing

the jury's action as a personal affront o him, Father's

action caused suth & sensation in the whole sounty that
he was waited upon by every muhtr of the grand jury, also
vy all the ministers of the different demominations, who
assured him that nothing was further from the minds of
thoss who drew the presentment tkan to reflest en father,
and that had asyons had the least suspleion that their
action eould be cemtmod, as they now saw slearly it
might be wm_mﬂ, it never would have been pcﬁuittﬁ to
be so wérdod. | ‘

Father, nevertheless, wﬂd not be parsuaded to

_change khe plans he had determined upon, and consequently
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removed his business and family to Columbum, Ga. The loyalty

and good will of the people towards him was made manifest

to him as he often stated, by the customers from Talbotton
who visited his store in Columbus, not a few of them never
having traded with him while in Talbotton, but who becams
regular oclients in Columbus, s‘

' In 1863 & sommereial sompany was formed in Columbus
for the purpose of sending an agent to Europs to endsavor
to purchass steamers fro running the blockads and loading them
with sush ,noﬁuit;u as were not procurable fm. the South.
The eapital of this company was to aonsist of cotton stored
in warehouses to be used as éollateral for proouring the

necessary funds in Rngland to carry out the sesheme. Cotton,

e e e mm o e o+ e i s e

o mas [ ] pg— > N ———



18.
1854~1863

Throwgh the perts of the South being bloskaded, being
the most desirable commedity which England needed, and
hense the prespest of any money whioch might bde sdvanced
te the company being used to purchass ateamaships with
mah cavgoes of ruch needed merchandise could be taken .
{nward and cothon Saken outward, with enormous profits
boih ways, was supposed to offer ’au‘nh very tempting
iaduqements thet 1t was generslly belleved thot the
plan weuld preve irreaistible, partioularly to the mere o
enterprising ship cwners and mershants who understood the
impertanse to she csttom=hungry spinners and manufactwers,
of rushing the abwundant supplied awmiting transportation
- whthim the bleckanded ports,

Lleyd G, Dewers, of Columbus; was appointed sgemnt
16 jo abread te carry out these plans, and 1 was sclected

ampany bim. 3o ws left Columbus on

-
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June léth, 1863, fer cﬁhar’iwt#n, Se Cs ?m g’rri.vaa in
churmton on the 17th and placed ouxjwlvn in ommmication
with Oemeral Ripley, who was commander of the post, the
authorisies beimg favorably disposed to all entsrprises whieh
were iikely te offer relief for well known wants and neads,
Blocksde-rumning was of cowrss a very hagardous plece of
business and bosts only made elfforts " to pass out of or into

a harbor when weather conditions looked propitious, They
therefore shose as & rale nights when there was no moon and when
misty or elaudy sonditions remdered detaction by the dlockad-
ing squadren difficult. On consultation with Gen. Ripley it
was learned that he had counted 21 bloskading steamers, armor-
od, of sourse, that afternoon, lying outaside of the harbdor.
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S0, Xr. Bowers, Wi had been joined by Charley lLawmr, of
Savanrah, benk o & simalnr errand, conscluded that they,
ta0, had better not run the risk of being ctpturod by
the snemy, and they decided trying to run 6ut of the harbor
of Wilmington, N. C., delieving that port not to be 80
hntvixr gurded. They, however, gave me the advico that
I should emberk by a steamer that was booked to leave
Charieston the following day, adding if the boat was eap-
wtufud the Yankess would not harm me, & mare boy, while they
pould 1ikely be teken as prisoners to & fort, from which
they stood in danger of not beiny relessed until the war
“amma to an effd. 1 thersfore toock pussage by steamer "slice"
" for Kesssu, N. P., which laft on the night of June 18th.
I paid $160 gold for my ticket, t'ptatty steep figure for
‘& voyage aof not exceeding, I should guess, 500 miles. And

sevan dollars Confederate
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money for one dollar gold, slthough three days before, in
Columbus, I was able to buy one dellar gold for five dollars.
Confedarate roney., There were only two other pasaengers be~
sides, one of whieh was Klias Halman of Columbus, whose
family had been well uaqnuinxod with oura for seversl vears.
The excitement attending the jowrney untll we reschad safely
a nauﬁrul,hurhar a8 incessant. Until we had run aaffiaienzxy
past the bléakudart, a0 as to render their pursuing us ime
probabla, the three passongsrs had to store themselves away
1nfapp01dzed Wunks, 80 that in case the boat was fired at, we
noulé be away from the danger 1ine and probdbadbility of becom=
ing panic stricken, All precautions of detestion by the
blookading squadron were actually obsarved by bloskade~runring
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boats; they were painted asz near the natursl color color

of water as possible, all lights were extinguished and the

striotest qﬁiot in all movements had to be maintained. It
was for this reason that the passengers were sompelled to
lie prostrate in a temporary bunk below the water line, out

of sight, and possibly out of sound, of sverything that mlight be

going on on deck. I had in my possession twelve hundred dol-
1ars gold, which.my mothor‘hangowud in such a way in a garment
tha'c I wore, like an undershirt, th.at his prouing on my body
in close quarters, with the heat of southern surmer weather,
made me feel, and probably look, at about one o'eloek that
night, which was approximately the hour when we were released

~ from our confinement, like we had been in & Russian bath with

our alothn%ran, Thers were a large mamber of other vessels,

sailers as well as steamers, who tried to rum out of Charles~

~ ton harbor that night. Ours was the fastest oraft of the lot and

gt e e gt i -

e i

therefore we were the first to run the gmuntlet of danger. I N
was afterwards advised that we were the only ones to escape
past the blockaders. All the rest had to put back into Char-
leston harbor. It was in all likelihood that the effort to
head off the others prevented them from purauing ub;

e reached Nassau on June Z21st, without any further ex-
citement. There I sai quite a number of sea craft of different
sorts which were lying in wait to enter some southern port.

It was a most risky venture, but the raturna te the successful
ones were considered commensurate. A suceessful landing of
oargo in one of the southern ports, with a sucecessful return
cargo of cotton, netted to the ship owner, for they only car-
ried their own property - that 1s, they took no fragght for

e i B e e e
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others - five to ten fold thc original investment., - In
other words, One cﬁcecssful round trip reimbursed the
ewners for the aﬁttro cogt of the ship and carge, if
the ship was dn axpensive steamers & schooner sould
easily retunn the lurge profit, sven 1f she was captured
after the firat sucscessful rouwnd trip.

My daatiugtienpwhen.laaving Charleagton was

London, and how to resch it had to be left to future de=

velopuents, I was Lo moet ifr. Bowers, my chief, there,

and 1% iaa piamed that I should try te reach Londoh,‘

if possible, without passing through any part of the United
States, as it was considered dungerou; for any southernar

to be dizcovorad.aajourning,thaggﬁ I found some acquainte
anse: st Nassau who advised me to tuke the steamer "Corsica®
far Havana, which was expectad in a few days on her regular
voyaaﬁ frowkﬁaw‘Ybrk via Nassau Jor that pert¢ I followed

that advice, and after spending & few days in Havana, 1

wes parsunded that the quickest way for me to reach Znglamd B
would ba via Xew York. As no other opportunity appesarsd in
view, I finally chose this route, arriving in New York

July 5th or 6th. Ui board of the steamer from Havura To

¥ew York was Admiral Wilkes, who had been crulsing, we had
been informed, in searsh of the Confederate privatesr
”Alahunn”; shish had been playing such havoe with the merchant
marine of the U. $. A southerner by the mame of Ai. H. Powel,
of ¥agon, Ua., was also » passenger, and as we were the only
ones aboard in all probability who sympathised with the
Southern camse, we naturally drifted together snd amused our-

selves in watohing the movements of Admiral Wilkes, who we
imagined from the frequent use of his marine glasses, was still
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on the lookout for the "Alabama®.
‘Oh arriving at New York the first news which
oachsd us on board was the report that a great battlo
was being fought at Gettysburg between Gen. Lee on the
Confederate side and Gen Meade on the Federal. The first
reports indicated a victory for the Confsderate cause, which
produced such elation on the part of the two rebels on board
that we had great difficulty in restraining ourselves fram
jubilation. All around us ovenything was gloom, and that
seemed to make the suppression of our joy all the more dife-
ficult. But the danger of our position made us realize
finally that discretion was the better part of valor. Of
course our joy was (rortunately)éhoft lived, for the news-
paper boys were thereafter soon on the streets with extras
announcing Lee's retreat and the cbmpleta victory of the
Federal forces.

I

and I iIntended to take the steamship ”Gréat Eastern" for
England. She was to sail on about July 22nd, as I reecall.

We chose this boat as she was the wonder of the age - the
largest boat ever launched. She had been especially built

to lay ocean cables. Powel, who had been cashier of a bank

in Macon, called on the bank's former correspondent, and there
he learned that it was dangerous, in the then excited state of
the public mind, for any southern aojournars to be in the city;
as the reinforcement of the army was ordered through drafts,
and riots were anticipaged in consequence. He advised ouwp |
leaving for England on the first availlable steamer, and we
therefore changed our plans sailed by steamer "City of Baltimore"

for Liverpool about July 1l1lth (all the dates from memory, hence
I say about).

- O28 M e e
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The advice for us to leave Eew York om account ef

expested draft riats was based on currect bmmua, a8 1t
proved trua, for the riots did take placo and were of &
most serious ohnm.atgr, resuliing in the murder ¢f hundreds
of negroes 43 &« manifaestation 0f hatred ag&imt the causes
oi the war, Hencs I had every reason to conolude that our
leaving New York was & prudent atep, ]

The sympathy in ingland at the beginning and at this
period of the war was entirely with the swuwu csuse, based
undoubtedly ou the melfish resscn that the cuteoff of the
sotton supply was moss detrimental te Ureat &*iﬁam’t Kane
ufacturing intereats. m cemmander of the "Oity of Baltimore"
Lipding out thai Powel and I were frox the Soithera Stales
sougit us out &nd teld us that we were now usmder the protestion
of the Uniox-Jack and that we need not be bashful or reticent
about giving vent to our feollingss

proceeding to London, where i Iaw Muim. at 40 Llbermarle
Street, the address given me by Bowers, where he and Lemar
intended goings It seews that Be Qs Co Lamar of Wlssissippl,
who afterwards becsme Ue 5o Senslor and & Justice or the U. S.
Suprene Court, & @ usin of Charley Lamar, and o had been ac-
eredited LY the Coufederney ss its Minister te Russis, not
being reselved by Russia, bad coocupied ledgings in the Bullding
and 1t was in this wise thet it beosme our mevting place as
agreed won befens leavisg Churleston, when Bowers and Lamsr
bad becoxe atwiﬁd from me, sus explained in the forspart
of this narrative.

After spending a few wesks in London together, Bowers
and Lamar concluded, for reasons I¢ annot rescall, to return home
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Paned

and as they Imew that I had a grandfather living in Cermany,
advised me to go there witil auch time as they would got
back te England and resume negotiations. I am inclined to
think that cotton, the collateral on which it was believed

. money could be raised to purchase steamers and the merchan-
dise with whish to load them, was not found to be so desir-
able when scattered over the states as when stored at some ‘
port along the coast ready to be placed on shikpboard, and
ﬁhe rauaon.for his returnlvas to arrange accardingly.

I left for Otterberg, wherse my grandfather was
1iving, the end of August, by way of Paris. I only remained
in Paris for a day or two, as I was not in a frame of mind
to waste mmoh;money on pleasure. In the firat place I could
not fcrgst that I had palid seven dollara Confederate money
for one gold dellar, and therefore realized the value of a

dollar in full. Secondly, the $1200 or thsre-abouts which
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I took with me on leaving Columbus, was my own earned money,
which I determined was 311 I could conseientiously count upon
for my support for sn indefinite time. I had with me besides
soms bills of exdhange on England, the property of my father's
firm possibly $1500. certainly not exeseding $2000, which I
considered a trust too sasred to be made use of for personal
expenses. The therefore I wyigned evary penny before spending
4t. I hsad béen brought up most frugally, learned in my earl-
fest boyhood that aaxing was the basis of providing agﬁinst want.
This habit, together with,thn before-mentioned considerationa,
placed me in a frams of mind that looked upon any axpenditures

except absolutely necessitiéus ones as unpardonable extravagance.
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Through the diffieulties of mail esommumication,
owing to the Southern states belng isolated from the
onter world, enrr-anpmimc between my parents and
ny grandparents had besn interrupted and I c!oﬁbt whethe
any letters had been exchanged for many months. I there-
fore arrived at Otterberg unannounced. To the soachman
‘who drove me from Kaiserslautern, the nearest railway
station, I could point out the house at which I desire
to stop, and when I alighted and entered the same I
found my grandfather siting st & spot which it roquirtd‘ |
no stretoch of the imagination to think, although 1%t was
nine years since I last orossed thst threshold, that I
;md left him there an hour defore. I raecognized him in-
stantly, but it was quite a time before I ocould make him
underatand or possibly reslise who I was, I shall not
Mattmmptaw picture the scene, but it certainly was one of

saveral days bafm:?a he got over the excitement, and aven
then he would a@in and again come up to me and say, in a
sort of self-inquiring way, "Are you really my daughter
Sara's son Isidorl" | ‘

I found, besides by grandfather, my step-grandmother
and their daughter Augusta, an unmmarried daughter about £3
years of age. I apmd" about two months in Otterdberg most
pleasantly, and then matters took a shape which rendesred
my return to Englamd desirable. Ny grandfather's youngest
son, Jaeob, the one whom I referrrd to beréra as having'
socompanied us to Havre when we embarked for the United
States, was established in business in London, and so I
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stopped there for a while. I unmt rmu. iut particular
business 406k me 50 Liverpool, but thers I met Mlias Naiman,
with whem I ran the bleekade out of Charlesten, and H. L.
Daughtry, of Wetwmpla, Alabamm, and we thres took ledgings

 at Birkenhesd, & sudurd acress the river Mersey, whare we

resided together for seme months. How it was hreught abeut

I camnot resall, but at the Seuthera Clud of Liverpool I met
8 gantlm fm New Orlmn Yy m name of uhb@ida- m |
had opened an ott&u in that town and whe atrwcd me a cm
ship, whieh I xceepted, paying me either 12 or 15 pounds

por month,. His business was ohiuny dealing in Southern
Securities. As, however, I foumd in the course of a fow
months very little to do in the position, and as another
opening pﬂuutoa uun’, ny comnestion with Mr, Ashbridge
d1d not cover more tham six months at the outside. The head
office man and I Decame quite chummy and I learned from hinm

— o R - ot m

& very prestieal insight imto dcuble entry Bookkeeping, and
ho therefore made Mr himsel!f a lasting Wntim m ny nind,
1 uamzsmmuwmmmmmnrlw |
that there arrived in Liverpool one Daviéd Hosenberg, who with
the aid of the Haiman firm of Colusbus, of whioh Flias Haliman
before mentionsd, was a member, succeeded in procuring from the
Confedearate Govermment a contrast for certain supplies for the
aray+« The payment for these supplies when delivered at one of
the southern perts was to be made in cotton dslivered at the
ship's side. As the railroads of the south were all prastically
“ under the Ywnw of the govermment for military operations, the
right to use them for cotton shipments to seaports was a valuable
one and not easily obtained. That, together with the favorable
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other features of the oontract, high prices for the
merehandi se doiivored, low prices for the cotton in
paymmnt, made the ocomtract a very attractive ons for
 those who were of a speculative nature. This contract
-was owned partly by Rosonberg, partly by Haiman, and they
aimed te give an interest to ths Fnglish firm vhich would

undertake to furmish the cash with which to utilize ths same.

¥r. Henry Lafons, of 13 Tempest Hey, Liverpool, was

induced to undertake the finaneing, and he gave to Roaaﬁberg -

a letter of credit for twcnty thousand pounds sterling, with
which he wus to proceed to the continent to purchase prin-
cipally ocloths for the making of army uniforms.

Other purchaséd to fulfill the contract wera made in
ingland, and for this purpose Mr. Lafone offered me a posi-
tion at fifteen pounds par*manth,’vhich I accepted,

Rosenberg proceeded on his mi:tion, but bafore any

D S L« |
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merchandise which purperted to have been purchased under ths
twenty thousané pounds latter of credit had been delivered,
Rosenberg, having preactically exhausted the credit by Arafts
in favor of'bnnkars with whom he did business at Cologne,
made demands on Lafone for a further credlt of 1ike amount,
whioch Lafone deelined to grant. Q

™is led to sharp corraspendence, and finally Rosenw
berg disappeared and I was asked to go to the continent to

ascartain what had become of him, I Adiscovered that he had

left a balance with the bankers So}. Oppenheim, Jr. & Co. of

Dologne, one of the highest class bankers in (Germany. 1
also discoversd, how I cannot recall, that Hosenberg had

frisnds in Nusseldorsf with whort he had spent a great deal of

i
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his time between the date that he first came to CGermany | ¢
and his disappesrance. From them I learnsd in Justifi- %
cation of Rosemberg's sonduet, at least they informed
me that the line of Rosenberg's ressoning, that the
contraet whieh Lafone underteck to finance amounted-to
many times twenty t thousand pounﬁt, tnd.as Lafone refussd
to furnish Rosanberg further funde, he, Rosenberg, con-
aiaeradﬁhimmolf’juatitind tnpretaining the twenty thous-
and pounds as damages for failure to carry out the under-
taking. ‘ ‘ | | |
~ Flias Haiman, who as a partner with Rnnanbavg in
the contract, was very mush distrossed with Rosenborg't
action and had proceeded to the continent to fece Rosen-
‘ berg and prevail upen him to shange his point of view,
He in fast got into 1itigation with Rosenberg in his
effort to mmke Rosenberg apply the funds in his pnuaaaa»

ion to the purposes for whidh ﬁhay wers intended, and
alfter prolonsad contests, ﬂhich.alternntaly resulted in
one having saused the arrest of the other, that Ro senberg

di“ppmﬂl; | r::r |

Since penning the foregoing 1 dinovver that I should
not have mentioned my belng sent to look after Lafone's
1nxorctt until this point, for I was only drawn into it
after Haiman's contest, and wvhen Haiman reported Roaanb#rg’s
disappearance. I am now inclined to think that 1t wea
through Haiman that I became apprised of Rosenberg's relnm
tions with his Dusseldorf frisnds and the name of the
bankers in Cologne before refarred to.

My firat step was to ascertain from the bankers with
what manufacturers Rosenberg had dealings, so that I mizht
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save What oould be saved out of the wreek. At first the
bankers were leath to give me any informmtion, sreating
me with © ntemps as a fresh boy (I was only 19). But
afser I made the threat to garnishee the balance in th:ir
hands, they SA" Ne MO0 r“pootm astemtion, md a8
well as 1 ean rmll, besween what balance was m thelr ‘1
" hands and what ssall Wts nad been made to maxmface |
turers, I suceseded in recimiming u few thousand pounds -
sterling for Mr. lLafens. '
It must have been several months later that I
acoidentally learned from a letter that I reseived from
somgone in New York that Rosenbearg hnd besn in the straetls
of that sity. ‘ P
I immedistely apprised Mr. Lafone of what 1 had
learned, He urged me to proceed te New York and see what

waplish, X think this was in Decambwr, 1864, On
resching New York, 1 m;u on M. Nathan Blum, as I had
whex I left Columbus m« a letter of imtroduction to him
frem his daughter, Mrs. Frank Rothsehild, who was & friend
of owr family snd a olose neighbor. I informed Mr. Blum

of what mission brou
would have it, he knew Heaenberg's wheresbouts and directed
me to his address in ?ht‘lgﬁolphiu . I lost no time in reache
{ng him, and of all men that he expected to see vhen I pre-
sented myself st his residenss, 1 urﬁas,nlr was for a lew
mements the mest umwelsoms. He told we in the most friendly

St me across the Atlantic, and as lusk

tons aftar I explained the purpose of my mission that if he
would expese me to the nﬁMiﬁu it would surely result
{n my arrest and imprisomment, as the dyusiness which I repre-
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sented was against the intersst of the U, S., as its

purpose was to give ald and assistanse to the enemy of
| the ‘U. 8. HRowever, after parloying with him on his sit-
uation, and the inconvenience, 1f _nothing worse, th#t

gust follow my exposing the manner in which he gained
possession of the means with which he was waking his dis-
play of wealth ’ ve roached an understanding ef sach other's
respective positions, and this finally resulted in his offer
“ing to glve me two thousand pounds in full setilement. T‘hit
I assepted, mdor the follovlng conditiona, which were ap;rocd
to: That I would gim him rnoipt in full of all demends, ,
but if my prineipsl was dissatisfied with thi- settlement, I
should have the right to return the amount paid and te demand
the surrender of my recdeipt. This snded the matter. ¥r. Lafone
gladly accepted the settlement as under the cirsumstances the

I lost no time in returning to Rurops, and ss there
was nathina' further te oosupy me in Liverpool, I removed to
London and made my headquarters at 20 St. Dunstan's Fill1,
the office of Unole .Tasodb, There had been roms considercble
apesulation in Confsderats bonds, known ae the three milllion
Sterling Erlanger lsan, vwhich waz regulsrly dealt in on the

Tondon and on the Liverpool stoeck Exohanges, when I leerned that

in some city in Europe thers wers also dealings in Confederste
bonds which were of the domeatic sort, - that is, those that

were not intended for foreign csountries. This naturally inter-
ested me, and I began to make all sorts of inquiries for ascdr-

taining where sush a market existed, for there were large

quantities #f these bonds in England, brought over and sent over
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by Southerners who ran the blocksde. In England there
had been no dealings in sush, and it therefors offered,
or at least seemed to offer, a proritabla field to any-
one who could find or make a market tharefor.

Mele Jacob finally ascertained for me that
&m:taﬁamu*uax dealing in Confaderate Domestic 8% bonds,

and so I immediately set to work to ascertainr the sources

of supply. I recall buying one day in London and selling
by telegraph on the same day & lot of these bonds, netting
me & profis in,tﬁs neighborhood of ons thousand sterling.
Fur«a‘ﬂﬁils I had a practical monopoly, as no one
appeared to be able to find out where the customers for

‘thess bonds sould be discovered, and zo I ¢1d gulte a lue

orative business. I think I mede in the course of these

montha three thousand pounds sterling, and when I in my
_mind comverted this sum into what its squivalent would be

in confederste money, nty yutriqtimufqrbidding me from

sonstruing a Confederate dollar ss any other than s dollar,
I began to feel like a nabob.

It must heve besn about the middle of Harch 1865,
when I received one morning in London a telegraq,fram
¥r. Lafone, of Liverpocl, requesting mo to take s steamer \
which was to sail the following dey for Halifax, Novs Scotia,
as the swiftest routs for weaching Havana. I resall that I
was then in the midet of asome bond transastions, and it took
me that entire day, until late in the evening, to finish up,
To resch Liverpool early the next morning, theres was no tinme
remining to go to my lodgings ta pack up my belongings, so
I was compelled to fit myself in Liverpool with the necessary
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olothing, etc. The reseliving ol the necessary instructions
for this hursled trlp sonswsed the whole day, g0 thet I
~ocould not take the stenmer at Liverpool, dut ‘had te cateh
it =t y;;uemwm oy jomm;; with the so-called Irish Mull
- Train, -
» ‘ris could be dwh&:v by leaviag B;;ivarm:ﬁ &t BI10D in
the evening. The steamor was the Cunaeder "Camdca®, and we
met with such terrific grlies that we wore, 11 I reoell sor=-
o rectly, four or f{ive days beyond the nsual ims in comching
Halifax. The muwose of ry trip was to arrange for the
best disposition that could be made of soms steamaships which
had besn engaged in blockade-rumning to Southern ports and
wore lying in Havana, as the dangor of the business had become
#u greatl that it ceased to ebmp‘erwata Iror the risk of eapture.
At Halifex @ ocaught & steumar that ran to Berpuds. I can'e

_there for Havana or whether

I sontinued the voyage on the same ateamer, 'What I well recali,

howaver, was that I embarked from Hallvax with woumded handse

from frost bits, waile & few days later I axperienced sush ox-

cessive Heal 1n lsvana that I was compelled to drass in the
lightest possible proplosl garments. 9o the host of ny recole

lestion I returnad to England via Xew York, aiter aspe:
a fow days In Bavana, as I found the aizuation sush that I
advised wy prinoeipals that I saw no other solution but the
selling of the steamers whare they lay, there being no prose

peots that the traffic in 'hich they had been engagdd woul” be

reneved.
It would have been about April 10th when I arrived in

England. By the next sgtearcr, or at eny rate a few thereafter,
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The news of Lincoln's death came. In those days there was

no eable or telegraph to flash the news., It was customary
whan weather conditions permitted, for steamers out of New
York getting the latest news for Europe by telegram sent to
Cape‘Raéo, there placed in ponahas and sent out to catch the
steamers whiia pasaing. And steamers going to the Unlted
States would likewise thré;fgouohsa overboard near Cape Race,
containing,the Associated Press dispatches, which were from
there telegraphed to New York, This connaction, however,

not infrequantly falled through‘vaathsr céndﬁ;iena.

| Immediately on reaching England I began my bond deal-
1nga again matters in the Southern states having become -so
unﬂavorablo that holders of Confederate bonds, who had there-
tofore refused to part with their holdings, were desirous of
disposing of same, although thelr value had materially de-
clined. When I was so suddenly called to take the trip to

Cubs which necessitated so much haste, I failed to sell out — — —
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some Ccnfedorate bons (Erlanger Loan) which,l had purchased,
and when I returned the deqlins in their value, owing to the
continued defeat of its armies, was very great, so that I sold
out at a blg loss.

" I made numerous trips to Amsterdsm and kept in close touch
with the Market. During one of these visits, wvhich probably
lasted several weeks, the gentleman who was the banker through
whom my dealings for the sale of bonds were transacted, induced
me to make an investment. He was Chef de Bureaux of the prin-
cipal financial and commercial company of the city (its namé was
Societe General de Commerce & d'Industrie”), with a capltal of
forty million guldgn. He also wa s private secretary of the pres-

1ident of the institution and as such was famillar with the inmost
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informmtion of respedting its transactions. ¥e had prepared
the ammual balsnce sheet which was to be made pudblic at some
early day, and he knew it to be of sush & favorandle and highuh
1y profitable nature that he felt aurohita§ghutas would sour
to unpracedented heights. He said to me in sudbstances

| *You have been such a good frianﬁ of mine, have fur-
nished me vith'sueh‘prOtiiabla business, that I fael I should
<éa somaething for you in turm.” "Lst me buy seme of the shares
of our company~-I know what I am talking aboute-and 1nveat
soms of the money which you have lying 1dle here, and you will
- never regret it." That certainly was correct inside infore
mytion, and I canuantaé. But lo and behold! Between this
date and the time when the b&l&n&o sheet was to be published,
it developed that the president had been mp sculating on the
Paris Bourse with the funds of the institution which wers de-
_pos'ted in Paris, with such disastrous results that he absocond-

ed, The shares naturally'uufrﬂrod aorraspnndinslyy and T sold

out with a oconsiderabls loss, ¥y friend lost all he had, as he
was so confident,~for he was dealing as he thought with a certaln-
ty,~that he bought all the shares which his savings as manager
enabled him to seoure. ’

Thae two losses I sustained as narrated, viz., these
shares and the Confederate Frlanger bhonds, particularly the former,
proved a2 blessing in disquise for mej ﬁhayAaured me of all spec~
ulative tendensy, and I profited theredy sfterwards. During
the subsequent course of my career 1 was many times approached
with "sure propositions,” none of which had any charms for me and
never even interssted me enouzh to give them the least condidera~

tion. I lemrned to say "No" on the spot, and I have therefore

ever sincs looked upon my oxper#anoo with the Amsterdam sharas as
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- cheaply bought, though at the time it was & serious inrocad
on my savings. There was a tip whioch was honest and correct,
and yet it showed that there 1s many a slip between the cup
and the 1lip.

~ The.murrcnder of General Lee send the close of the
war caused me to begin to look forward to wending my steps
homeward. The two years which had elapséd since leaving home
were full of many soxious hours. It was at Etmns‘montha that
I was without tidings from home. Possibly not one letter out
of five reached their destination oithar'wuy. I wﬁs‘nat COZw
nigant of conditions at home, but had no idea that my rhﬁher
had any other intentions than remaining in Columbus. 3o my
return was undertaken with the view that after visiting my
:;;11y 1 would see adbout estadblishing myself in business in
New York, asa I had tentative offers of Furopean capitalists

who were ready to entertain propositions from me to this end,
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after I had looked into the opportunities which the restora=
tion of peace wug expected to pbavide.ﬁ n arriving in New
York, however, I incidentally learned that my father and
family had arrived in Philadelphla, snd 80 I immediately left
for thers and found them comfortably located at the Merchants'
Hotel. My mother had gone a’fawgdays beforae to & small town
in the interior of Pennsylvanig to visit some friends, but in
lJooking over tha Philadelphia newspapers a morning or two
thereafter she immediately raturned to Philadelphia., My arri-
val was as much a surprise to th'm as their being in Philsdelphia
was t0 me. I expected to find them in Columbus, and they had
no idea that I had left HEurope. That may seem strangs, but
mail eommunicationbius still imperfect, and possidbly both our
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conseptions of the possibility of comnmicatimg with sash
other were still made wmder the impression of donditions
which had prevailed for so long & period wunder interrup~
tions insident to war, My father explained to me what
prompted him to break up the home in Columbus, and’dotarm
mine to atarh 14fe afresh in this part of the country.
calumhun. Qeorgis, fell 1nxo thnvhundn ar the Union foroes
_after Lee had swrrendered and ﬁhe war was considered prac-
~ t4ioslly at an end, but the news, owing again to'th@vdiffiw
qulty of ecommmiocation, hsd not rsached General Wilson, who
captured the City. The depredations of the soldiers, the
fipes incident to ocannonading, and the geneoral confusion
whidh‘reignad. a0 disheartensd and discouraged my father
that he made up his mind that he did not care to wastemway
the time which he feared would be consumed before normal
sonditions could be aatabliihtd, anﬁ 1t was on this socount N
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that he took the family north, with tha daterminaticn to try
and establish himself there. Further than this he had formed
no plans vhen I met him. Practiocally most of his means on
which he depended were tled up in scotton, and until this
could be brought to a market he could do mothing but walt.
§thn I found that my father had anintemtian.cf raw
turning south and that he therefore had to start 1life anew,
I saw that my duty was tO stay with him and add nmy mite to his
efforts. But one thing I made up ¥y mind to, without leng
nisitation; that was,- !f we were to establish ourselves it
would be better to start in the chief market, rather than a
sesondary one, and so I had very 1ittle Aiffieulty in per-
uundins‘t#thar that New York was preferable to Philadelphia.

e e i e
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Tﬁlt was in the fall of 1868, Tather's chief reliance
for the memns with whioch to pay his indebtedness for
merchandise purehaaod in the spring of 1881, and aapital
with which to start in business, wasx the cotton he had
stored 4in the aog#k; The diffisulty in dringing the cotton
to New York, owing to the confusion of conditions everwhera
ﬁhroughaﬁt the south, and the inturruption to transportation
Jfaoilieiea, sompelled him to postpone taking steps for going
into businesz wntil he could reslize on his cotton, I o
think it was the early months of 1866 bafore that was accom- .
pliuhad; In the meantime the price of the staple had fallen
to about half what he could have realized in the fall of 1865,
Pending this interval father used the time, as far ss his avail-
able means permitted, in calling nnyﬁis craditors and paying
what he owéd. The large amounts he had to postpone paving |

~until the aetton‘raxahad Kew !brk¢ I raoall ana incident 1n

e

connection with his calling on his creditors ﬁhich 1a wmrﬁh N
resording. There was a dry goods house of George Bliss & Co.
to whom he was indebted to the amount of four to flve {housand
dollars. “hen my fathsr called to pay his indebtedness,

Mr. Blias talked with him on various toples, and ﬁh@ following
conversation ensued, Wr, Bliss asked my father how old heo was
and what he intendaed daing. My faﬁher raplied that his rge
was fifty~seven and that hﬁ hopad to start life afresh, by
goina into the wholesals crackary business. Mr, Blias then
said, "Mr, Straus, I don't think you are fair to yourself to
deprive yourself of the slsnder means you tell me you possess
by paying out your available rasources. Wait until you are in
a fair way of being established, and I don't propose ts take your

money. Pay me one-third cash and I can well walt on you one or
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two years for the other tuuathirdi". It was ctrtuunxy‘
a most kindly consern, evidently engendered by appre-
ciation of the hbunruhlo purposs of a nan well advanced
in years who would not consider his self-interest befors
dissharging what he considered to ba his first duty,-~_
the payment of his debts, “

Mr. Bllss appaaﬁad to De particulafly‘moveé to
such unusual generosity towards a somperative stranger,
as he saw in my father a demonstration of the keen sense of
integrity which I infer was the reverse of what his axé
peridnca, or perhaps better expressed, his prejudice, had
led him to expect, for I raecall his saying that he had sel-
dom found a southern merchant wvho was willing to sell his
negroes to pay his debts, tﬁmm*ib&&h 1 drew the cen@luaion
that in oconsidering s merchant of the south, as to his

worthiness for credit, the Jew or the new comer, whieh

were intershangeable tarmu,v%u>a1wtysviewsd.wiﬁhﬁhat o
suspicion which did not attach to the native~born. It

made 8 great impression on me to observe during this inter-
view how a feeling of compunction seemed to have overtaken
a fair minded man by a proof of the highest integrity which
he found wit re he least expected 1t, while it had been ab-
sent, probably, in cases which eame to his mind, in ‘many
southern marchants whose pedigree and apparently chivalrous
exterior eaused him to look for it as a matter of course,

I gould see ummistakable signs how in Mr. Bliss'c mind there
came a realization ef the erroneous basis which had thoreto-
fore govermed thg average estimate of the morsl element that
entered into the consideration when extending credit, and

therafore an irresistible desire to make amends for a blind
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prejudice which evidently had possessed him. That I

was sorreat in this dimgnosis of the mental change, if
not remorss, on ths part of Mr. Bliss, an event which

acourrod 28 years later clearly proved, and even ir 1

narrete it so oud of ehronolosical order, 1 deem it

C R L i e i <

proper to do so here. It was 1n.3nnnary, 18935, that we
had to make Kk financial preparations to purchase tha

r 1nteraat of Mr. Jechsler in the firm of ’echalar & Abraham,
in case aartain.aontinsnncies~developed. T0 this end 1
called on the United States Trust Co., and nty friend
Mr, John A. Stewart, the president, affered‘instantly to
take five hundrad thousand dollars of our~;1rm*s paper
on six months, with three renewals at 54, A few days
1ater I asked him what his dirsctors said to this trang-
sction. He answered that only one of thae dirsctors,

¥r. George Bliss, spoke up and asted whether the firm was

in the crcckary busineaa, and onbraceiviﬁg an affirmative T

reply, Mr. Bliss sald: "well, If the old man la still in

the firm, he 1s good for anything to which he #ill put his

nsme."

It was the fore part of 1866, before the proceeds of
the cotton, which was the capital on -hich fathor depended
for dtarting in busineazs, Lecam® available. But the inter-
vening time betwsen the fall of 1885 and then, was made use
of in looking around for opportunitiaa. That we {inally
smbarked in the crockery business is perhaps owing largely
to the following incident. |

When fathor came north in 1861 to purchase his ® ring
stook, he founnvPhiladolphia atooks in several lines incomplete,
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Owing to threatening wutlook for war, houses whose trade

was chiefly with the south having hesitated to prepare

themselves with their normal supplies, and Philadelphia

always having been the city in whieh father made his prin- .
cipal purchases, he therefore was aémpellod to come to

Kew Ycrk to complate his assortment. Very few southern
merchants came to the northern markets that apring, and I

remember nmy father uying that most houses he visited were
uurprind at his prumu. During his stay m New York

Port Sumter fell, and he conéluded it was high time to

hurry home, He still had his orockery order unfilled, and

as he lmew no house to sénd it to, and had no time to look
sround, he handed the list to a -agleam ii: a dry ggaed's house
and asked him to place t}m order .ror‘axeaution with any firm

he chose,

One day in 1865 my father was leaving the wholesale
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dry goods firm of Joseph E. Tripple & Sons in Warren 3St., the
senior member of which and my father had struck up a warm
friendship, and as he was about bidding good-bye to Mr, Tripple,
#ho had accompanied him to the front dvor, father espled & sign
across the straet which struck him as the firm from whom his
crockery had been purchaséd, so he went there and inquired
whether they had an account against L. Straus & Co., of Talbotton
Georglis,-goods bought in the spring of 1861. The gentleman

sald he believed he had a faint recollection of such an account,
but said that they Ra# given up hopes of collecting anything from
their southern dutatandingsj that he would have to look over

the 01d books, which were packed away, and that if my father
would o0all ﬂgnin he would have the matter looked up.. My fathers



41.
| 1863 -~ 1871
books were in Georgia, and the scircumstances, as before
narrated, under which the purchases from this house were
‘made, scsounts for father's unfamiliarity with the firm's
NAG o when tatherca11od 8 few dayﬁ later, the statement
of the sccount was handed to him and he paid it. W¥r, Cauld-
well then seid to him that this was the first pemmy he had \\\
reéeivcd from;allkhis gouthern outstandings, and this rae

"~ sulted in a friendly intercourse between them, which.led

to tathar, who had plenty of leisure, ealling there ocsca~
sianully, and in one of these visits it develaped that they
woulé 2ladly sell out their premises. The proposition appealed to
father, chiefly because he found that of rll lines of'merchandiaQ,
this one pro®ably called for less aapital,than,maat others.,
Baaides, the Cauldwells, whose buainésshdated from 1812, per-
susded father that whils the business was one that ¢1d not

affav opportunitias for the aceumulattan nf grast wealﬁh, it

was of such & cannervafive nature that it affordad modest ra~’A'
turns to all who attended tc 1t aan;ctantiamuly,w

Negotiations for purchasing the dusiness were only reline
quished when after most details had hear practically agreed upon,
a demand was made for sn allowance for good-will, Shortly after
that we rentad a store, with basement, first and top loft, at
161 Chambers Strest, at a rental of, I believa, thrae thousand
dollare per anmum, I think the lease was closed on Moy lst, 1866
fir three years, The owner, by the name of Coles, had s carpsn-
ter shop in a rear building on Test Broadway. Just as T was
- giving him our references, Mr. Cauldwell (the'aon of ir. Cauldwell
& the crockery firm) steppsd into the shép, and as he greooted

me by name, Mr. Coles sald thers was no need of giving him any
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|
further refersnce if Mr. Cauldwell knew us., I roplied |
that I did riot feel that we had any right to refer to | %

him, to which Mr. Cauldwell promptly replied that any
man who pad pald him a debt from before thé war, llke
father had, he had no hesitancy in giving satisfactory
references, and ‘r. Coles sald that he required nothing
more. This and the Bliss ineidaﬁt related before are
two co-incidences which .lmost illustrate the adage that
tfutﬁ is skrongér ﬁhan fietlon. | *

Oour business waa'epened and the first sale
recorded on June lst, 1866. It was an.arder’left’with,us
by one Meyer Becker, who had a sucscessful country store

in Indiane (I think the town was Plymouth). He was the
gon of a man who had beesn employed in some capacity by

my father in Otterberg, and the man himself had enjoyed

 some sort of kindness at my mother's hands also in the
old country. 50 he pridaﬁ‘hiﬁaalf on becoming our {irst
customer, and for this and left his order to bé axacuted
s soon as we opensd for business. The capital with

which we started was about %ﬁ,ﬁitﬁl This was all that my

fathor had left after paying his ante-bellum debts. The
heavy docliha in cotton before 1t sould be brought to
% |  Market reduced father's mesns. I had brought about ten

thousand dollars gold with me from ingland, my own earnings,
but that had been used up in buying the residence 138 ¥est
49th street (later the number was changed to 220) and
furnishing the same, befors we knew how much my father's
momnn‘would ghrink, otherwise we would most likely have

added my savings to the working capital of the business,
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Many times we were conmcmpluting selling our house in
order to be able to use the procseds in business, dut
somehow my father felt that tis should not be done, no
matter how sorely we were prassed for the need of funds.
our oredit was good for all wants, but with sueh very limited
gagital“ae~haaitatad,about gstoeking up for fear that the re-
turns could not bs realizred with the rapildity nocppsaryta'
. moet obligationa., It ws s g#aat strugzle, which kept me
awake many nights planning and caloulating, s3 that my
dreams often ﬁnrned to all sorts of impossidble combinatlons
that were to yleld the needful ramources. Put our mother
provided us with a comfortable home and managed wvith such
frugal and circumspect esconomy, working together in such
complete harmony, that each year wé added, without a single
excepéian, something to our capital, =o that sncouragement

prodded us to ever renewad orrorta. We startsd under the

lowest pomaidle exponasu, amplwinM one packar anﬁ halpar,"
one selactor, who got out the orders; T kept the books,
bought the z00ds, so0ld goods, opened snd closed the atore,
while brother Nathan spent most 6f his time trav~ling to
sell goods, and a aplandid galasman he was. T think that
our rirst year's business footed up about 460, ,000, and e
figured that as soon as we could dring our annual turn-over
to one hundred thousand doliars, we’cauld see a net profit
4n sight of twenty thousand dollars. Our business and living
expenses w-re not in sxcess of twelve to fourtasn thousand
dollars, snd sellinggoods, chiefly to small country towns
throughout the south (western trade we daveloped in later
yoars) we figured that one third of our sales were profits.
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In 1869, when our lease at 181 Chambers 3Street ex-
pired, we removed to &4 wtrrenNStreat, where we rented
the‘antirabuilding. I think the rent was $6000, oﬁr
business having grokn 80 as to Jjustify this inocrease in
axpandituro. It muat have been about this time, that
Nathan extended his tarritary Lo ﬁhe western states, or
:pausibly a year previous. We had now grown to such proe-
~portions a8 to have engaged an outside salesman. It was
in 1871, after the great Chicago conflagration, that
Nathan opened a selling office in Chiaagp’and mades occa~
sicnal trips in the contiguous territory. ‘He saw no
future in ® ntizming to depend on traveling to dwelOpo
the business, as most of 1t wmulﬁ fall away thﬁ mamant he
would stop going after 1t. The Chidago sample room was
continued about a year, but not with encouragtng_eunoeas,

and as Nathan was growing tired of traveling, mors partic-

»uzarly aa‘he Qould ses no parmanunt gead or pramising future
in it, hﬁ looked around for ways to make good the loss which
his ceasing to do so would entell. It was 1n thia search that
he made connection with R. H. Macy & Co., which at first con-
sisted only in soliing them a raw*dasks of china, but soon
rsaultéduin our eﬁening ) dop@rtmﬁnt devoted tc a full line

of crockery, china, bric-a-brac and glassware. Thls ogourred
in March 1874, in a basament ubout 26 x 100, but the depart-
ment ‘leveloped ao rapidly that ndditionnl spaca was soon added,
until it developed into one of the most 1mpurtant dapartments
in the house., At that period th§ rfirm consisted of R. H. Maocy
and A. J. La Forge. Nr, Macy died in Paris in 1877, when HNr.,
La Forge took into copartnership R. H. Valentine, & nephew of
Macy, who had been employed in the busineas. La Forge died




45,
1863 - 1871

in 1878, and Valentine took into copartnership C. B.
.wabctor,,a}ao a nephew of Macy, who had been in the
business fdr several vears, Valentine died in 1879,
then Wabster took into copartnership J. B, #haeseler,
who had not been sonnected with the business in any
way, but whose wife was a sister of Valentine, whaeler's
auaoosaru; accumulationa from the prarita ai’tha business
caused him to go into outside undertakings - rmining in |
Colorado - which assumed such proportions thet “abstar,
whose health had compelled him to be away from New York
a great deal, became alarmed as to the safety of his own,
through Whesler's western enterprises ciusing'him t0 bae~
come & heavier borrower. This led to controversies,
| ﬁhich,culminated in WQbater'buying “healer out, and Nathan
and I purchasing from Webster the intereat which he had

heeler. This ocourred at the end of 1887,

and we beocame members of the firm of R. H. Maey & Co., on
January lst, 1888,

" In the last four pages of my narrative, in order
to have a continuous history of %hat led to our becoming
copartners in the firm of R. H. Macy & Co., I have 1In part
Jumped over about sixteen years of intervening time, and
I must now retrace my stapn; Our busineas prograsaed b§
steady growth, and through continuing to practice the
strictest frugality, our capital grew #0 that the means for
- supplying the needs of an enlarging business dXl not neces-

sitate a greater straln on the oredlt, That is to say, our

aredit never showsd anv evidence of strain. Je enjoyed the

unbounded confidence of all with whom we dealt. The strain
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*vua on our apprehanaiann - not based on any lnck of
aalf~ccn£idon¢a, but rather of oaution, 1nf1uanced
perhaps by anfunnoaossarily keon.norvouaneaa to maintaln
thn unquestioned aradit #hich under all sircumstances was
eurs. In athar worda, +o avoid any pnsé&biltty of avar
arousing the rémotest suspicion of overtrading or calling
" supr conservatism in guention. To be antarprising and
avold creating any apprehonsion as= to ﬂVﬂrqtapminﬁAéﬁé .
| limits of caution, that was the raason ?hv* “nsqib}y at
times I was subject~d to an acute seneltivenesn, and
caused, I confgsa,many nervons anxletiar, But on the
other hand I cannot but fnel that it saves us fror all
satbacks. To tak@ things calmly, alwaya to be opti”13+ic
and not forebode troubles, which 1n many cases 1 admit
provs imaginary, is & hnppy faculty, but T an not ree’ly

to aay that Quch‘a Adisposition 13 1ika1v tm 1ane L0 sSUCCass.

- - -
JR e e

1t Aoes prosper at tima%, no ﬁoubt, but on tha mthar hanu

one losses sirht -# those who ara overtsken by disar~ter, for
only such as survive this ”hanpv o lucky™ M aposition are
left to tell the tale., Wost of the others sinlk into obliv-
fon and are loat to view, of courze the ren wvho can poasess
himself of the fortunate middle way - frae from worry, calm
and resolute, may reach the goal of success, not infrequently,
as well as the nervously tempermental worker, Put thst is

a problem which 1= always open to discussion. Af a general
proposition I would say that 4n the race for success in a
business in whieh from 1ts nature 1t ean only be raeached
through steady, succassive and 1ntélltgent effort, o success
which develops and grows progressively, and which takes years

to reach s stage when it ranks among the achisvements that arse

—— - - — - P - . . . n ey
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resognised, the man who is less apprehensive, more sasy
going, ;nd antieipates no obstasles, but only trys to |
meet them when 80 -confrented, may accomplish the same end.,
But I am persuaded to believe that the chances are against
hime 0Of eowrse this conslusion is based on personal obser-
vations, and it rests on such business experience as was
always ooupled with great detail. In und.rtakingo that are
of a different character, possibly a more phlegmatioc activ-
ity may bmn equally successful, |

In looking back and reealling those who started 1ife
about the same ti“, I find that the vast ma jority of those
who-aiaqutred & comfortable competensy for their daclinmg
~years achieved sudr by living circumspeetly, by esconomy and
slow agoumulation. Those who reach this goal in violation
of this rule, prove the rule to the exseption. Brilliant

sugssesses are rars, and by brilliant I mean rapid as well

as extraordinary - such as are ocoassionally attained by
those who seem te fly in the tmd of allv rules that cormon
sense and reason suggest xs the road to prosperity. But when those
rare exseptions are investigated, I venture to believe they
do not differ greatly from the prise winner in a lottery, and hence
are apt to swamp the imitator mo expects t0 sutceed in follow-
ing the same path. There are plodders and there are prodigles,
and their propa tion 1is probably no greater than one in a thous-
and. In all walks of 1ife they must constitute the rare exscep-
“tions and eamnot be taken as guides. They may be called freaks
of nature, and ars a law unto themselves. When they ares aluecoum
ful they are called gemiuses, and vhen not they pass as oranks,
or more kindly expressed, brilliant and ecoentric.

It was about 1860 that the loeal represenstative in New
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York of Helbing & 3traus (the latter father's btrother
Emanuel) of San Francisco, resigned his position, that
- they sﬁhd us to attend to thelr purchases in the eastern
market, and as they were in the orockery and glassware
business, we gladly socepted, for by combiming the needs
of the two firms, which in many respacts were the same, we
vmtugja of both houses. This led to my visiting San Fran-
e1sco in January, 1871, in order to familiarize myself
better with their wants, which a study of their market con-
di.ticm on the spot I thought would greatly facilitate. I
was back in New York in about five weeks, In tho sé dasys the
railroad trip ococupied about seven days. I think I left
New Yor. a Saturday and arrived in San Francisco a Saturday
night following. I had intended reaching home sgain on my
birthday, but Uncle Nathan was very anxious for me to stop

over in Fort Wayne, Indiana, on my return trip, and on this
acocount I 4id not get back tmtii aboutﬁ February 8th. I1f

I had not stopped at Fort Wayne, I venture to believe Aunt
Lins would not have been his wife, And I confess I was &
11ttle anxious to be | in Eew York on February 6th, for I had
lately learned that thers nﬁ another person in whom I took
some interest at that time who also had the same birthday.
However this did not prevent my becoming engaged on April 24th
following, and married on July 1l2th. Both of these important
and happy events took place on 28 West 38th St. That day
becameé an epoch in the history of New York City, not by reason
of its being the important and happy evont of my life, but
because the Orsgnge riets made & battlefield of some of the
streets, which also prevented .m of the guests from arriving

-t —— s
. W
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st tho‘§06d1n34unt11 vorylnto.' We resided at the
same house until the summer of 1876, when we mov ed
to 26 East B5th Street.

Jesse and Clarence wers born at 28 West 38th
3t. All the other children were born at 26 Eustissth
St., excepting yivian. She wag born at 220 West 49th

St., where my wife and I temporarily resided. At that

tima our home was at 2745 Braadwuy,wadrnar of 105th 3t.,
but some of the children had developed whooping cough,
and hence it was necessary to remove the whoopsers or my
wife. somy sister, Nrs, Hermine Kohns, changed resi-
dences with us for the time baingland she took care of
tha~eh11dran.who remained there wiﬁh>her.
#e removed to Broadway, corner of 106th 3t., from

26 East 55th St., July 24th, 1884, because our neighbors

1n.55th,8t. and cn.mndiuan AVE@s enrnar, one by one, @x-

tonded thair‘hnmou, anﬁ our vard was hammsd in 80 camplate~
1y by high walls that we felt that not enough sunshine was
admittdﬁ into the rooms for health. Our children seemed

to require medical attendance incessantly, and so when oppor-

tunity presented itself we concluded that the fresh alr and

sunshine which the 105th St. property offered, beyond the

power of any neighbor 1o interfere with, should not be lost.

The move proved the wisdom of the disgnosis, for from then

‘on we had very little trouble with the children's health.

From the timm~that we opened & dhina department at
Macy's our wholesale crockery business gradually changed 1ts
character, and from dealing as we had been principally in
articles which catered to the general country store, we

Arifted into china, imported glassware and bric-a=-brac, and
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this qnnbled us to reach out for business with the 1arger
towns and'citias and with ﬁha axclusive orockery dealers,
uhg gradually, instéad of having been competitors, became
customers. ‘ |

Previous to this period we purchased our i{mported
merchandise from foreigh agents in New York, but from 1875
on, we found it advisable to visit the Furopean rarkets,
and brother Nathan, who had charge of Macy department, be-
‘cams our foreign buyer.,

By gradual development we 1n‘a few years bullt up
our business in this new line, until we became not only
competitors of the houses whose large customers we had been,
but competitors of such importance that some of the narrow-
gtnded; jealoue ones, finding themselves often outstripped
in competition, were ready to ascribe our success to other

than legitimate causes, unwilling to recognize that there

" could be only skill or enterpriss of - “they were not

- ’\E
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peers. Of two of these hwubas we had not only ceaned baing
large purchasers, but had beceame such rivals that the Jealous-
tas awakened knew no bounds. So they resorted to the des-
pioadble expedient of trying to block our success through in-
sinuations to the Customs authorities that we wers not paying
duties on sctusl purchase costs., These tactics began about
1884; When the (Jleveland administration came into power in
1885, the special treasury agents persuaded the authorities
that great frauds were being perpetrated, which 1f given an
Opportunity they would succeed in une#rthing. They were
invited to make reports to the 8ecretary of the Treasury,

with the assurance that all informetion would be treated con-~

fidentially. This seemed to be an incentive, as there was no
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danger of being contradisted, aihoc.thgir reports
wore to be a sort of star chamber proceeding, for the
special agents not to be very ssrupulous about their
csharges, and led them in many instances to treat the
reputations of honorable houses in a most reprehensible
manner. Besides they were, from selfish interests, as
hﬁldmowdr appointees of the Republican gdmaniatration,
prompted to try to perpetuate their positions with the
new Democratic administrations, by an effort to demon-
strate their usefulness, snd hence their sotivities
were redoudbled in the hope that their vietims would be
proof of the necessity of thelir being retalned. The
Democoratic administration, being new and inexperienced,
took their accusations at face Qalua, for it harmenized

with one of the slogans during the campalgn, made use

of by the Démocrates against the Kepublicans who had been

- - P

in power uniﬁterruptedly for twenty~five years, which echoed

and reechoed the sentiment - "Turn the rascals out and get
a look at the beoka“. ,

Hence 1t was an easy matter for an evil-d sposed
merchant to enlist the sympathetic cooperation of the speclal
agents, who were dbut too willing to listen to all sorts of
insinuations and act on them if they were well attested ev-
tdence. We wers one of the houses whom they attempted to
ansnarl by these combined machinations, and in the effort
to accomplish their nefariaus'end, no trick was too mean

no action too low for them to pursue. It was a hard and

~ bitter fight, which lasted for about 18 months, but in th~

end "right is might", and while the road to establish 1t

might have been long and toituaua, our victory was as complete

MM v e e e o Y



1885 - 1887

and satisfastery as the attack had deen vicious and une
SOrUpUlOuNS .
Notwithstanding that the Treasury Departmient had

promised absojute sesredy to all who would furnish infor-

mation, thers was published in 1886 by the govermment a
volume of reports - and by the merest accident our atten-
tion was called thereto, laying bare one of the tricks which |
haa been practiced on us. This resulted in our addreaaiﬁg

a letter to the Treasury Department, of which the following
is a copy, together with ths reply of the Jesretary of the
Treasury to the same, which is self-axplanatory.

I
i
i
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"

Peter H. Leonard and J. M. Young, the two firms referred
to heretofore, as the friends who engineered and hatched the
conspiracy against us, have both met their deserts; the
former, & few years later 1 learn, died in the inawne |
asylum, and the latter finally made an.ignaminioua end, fopr
his oreditors a most disastrous failwre, while it was gen-
erally known that he was possosted of ample means, but placed
bayand,the reach of .thoss that had tmissted him, |
 Both led 1ives which labeled them as deeply religious;
Leonard was high in the councils of the Catholics, and Young
was a,prémdnant and active member of the Scotch-~Irish Pres~ |
byterian Church., Each brought the simulance of his faith to
the front in a way whioch left no one who came into contact

with them ignorant of their Godly'ﬁratcnsa¢\

1878,

~The year 1876 was a SOTTO

.l

—

our mother breathed her last, a few days aft-r a éraaipitated

operation for strangulated hernia. She had been a great suf-

ferer, but a most patient and cheerful one, for many years,

She became paralyzed on her right side in 1850 or }851, which

lamed her right arm to such,kn»extant that she was unable to

ever afterwards comdb hser own hair, That she lived for 25

years longer was surprising. She was of such a bouyant,

sprightly and Joyous disposition that she got more pleasure

out of life, in spite of har great dlsability, than the majority.
on August 16th, we lost our second son, Clabance, vho was

born August 27Tth, 1874. I belisve that his allment was appen-

diecitis, but that allment was not known at that ime ancd the

doctor called 1t inflarmatior 6f the colon.
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Mamms 's f&ﬁhar,‘aathan Blun, who had been a whole-
sale clothing merchant and msnufacturer for many years
in New York City, to which he had emigrated from ‘orms,
Germany, in 1848 or 1849, had been ailing for several

years, when, in November 1878, he was advised %o take

'a sea voyage to Nassau. As his son Abraham had just

$eanﬁm¢rfied, he and his wife tcok their bridal tour in
company with him, The alling toak\aiturn for the worse just
before the steamer reached her déattnatiﬁn,anﬂhe expirpdw
on board, Nov. 29th. ‘ﬁis body was immedlately brough back
and he was buried in his family plot. ’Mama‘z mother died
on Nov. 1lth 1868,

In 1887, Senator CGorman of Maryland, with whom

brothsr Oscar had baen,assaciated during tha Cleveland oam-

palgn of 1884, asked Oscar whether he would like an appoint-

, | e X ol
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rkey, which had baecome vacant

through the resignation of S. S. Coxe On receiving an
affirmative anawer, he took ataps to bring sbout the result.
Mr, Clev-land, it appears, hesitated on account of his

doubt whether a Jew would be ascceptable to the Christian
missionaries which he thought were the principal interests
the U. S. Covernment had in that country. On learning this,
1 onlisted the cooperation of my friend 0. A. Gager, who,

1 knew, was a parishioner and friend of Henry Mard Beecher,
and Beacher had beesn such a potent influence in the election
of Mr. Cleveland that I felt that a favorable word from
Beecher would carry great whbight. Beecher at once expressed
himself warmly intorestad, and wrote the letter which became

famous. The matter still hung in suspense for some time,
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and ¢n the intcml I ochamoed ¢o mm s Ae Se Barnes

on a trip from Washingtom to New York., Mr. Barnes and I

were assosiates on the Board of the Hanover National Bank,
and in the sourse of conversation I happened t:o; mention that
Oscar was deing considered for the Turkish mission, a nd that
the o-nly question regarding the fitness of the appointment
was the Cristian missionary's point of view on our being
represented by a Jew. Mr. Barnes immediately volunteered
to have the Board of Forelgn ¥issions, of which he wns a
member and whose headquarters were in Boston, write a
strong letter to the President, expressing not only thetr
approval, ‘but‘ thely desire to see the appointment made., It
leaked out through the newapapers that the President would
11kel$r make the sappointment, whem éame of the same friends
who had engineered the customs dharges begsn to busy them=

selves at the old game, and succeeded in getting some of
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the mwsp‘a’p:@w to propound the queation whether ;w 'Qmum” nét

be wall before making such an appointment to consult the files

of the Treasury department and aacertain. the relationship

of L. Straus & Sons with the Custom House, These miscreants

were not aware how completely their mechinstions had miscarried

and how gloriously the Government had put the atamp éf its

disepprovel of our accusers,~ and the what completeness we

had been vinﬁicated, for we had never gilven any publicity
to the correspondence through which the vindication had been

achieved,

The appointment actuglly followed within two or thres
days and it was possibly hastened by the steps taken to defeat
{1t The letters of the Board of Foreign Missions and of Mr.
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Resgher were published broadoast and oreated a great deal
of flastering comment, so that if anything further wss
needed to inyaat rast all doobts of our firm's spotless
record in quarters that muy‘hava~knnwn‘or thetaocuauticna
without having learned of the complete vindication, Oscar's
appointment conspicuously did it.

| 1882 |
~ Begimming the year 1882 I took an active interest.

‘in public quastions, chiofly such as related to tariff,

arrrency,reform.and’banking* About that time I wng slncted
a diredtor of the Hanover Nutional Bank, ond also bacame one
of the faundéra and went on ths Board of Directors of the
Refomm Club; ‘Up to then I was 80 engroased in the dally
dutiua'ar business ithat I never felt thet 1 counld spare

any time for outsics matters. In fact, I was so completely

accupied, our business wus developing sc rapidly, that I

_to such an extent that I wes deteined at =~

-
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business until ull hours, frquently not reaching home until

11 or 12 o'clock atvnight* "a were slow to indulge in
smploying additional people in the prformance of dutles

which are ambracad under the head of unprcdnctivé help, and
thls necesaitatad”my Iong‘heurs* meonomy 1s a great factor in
determining thas succass of all ﬁuaineaa enterprisen, but

particuiarly important is 1t when thnt success 18 in what

" may be tormed the formatlive pariod, when a profitable neriod

i

{

does not Justify a aonservative'managsmﬁnt to organize as if

that result should be sounted on as safe a basis for the year
te follow., ‘7@ thorefore went through sevaral years of extra

heavy burdens of iabor, long hours and clore application,

during which the sxtent of the business out grew its organiza-
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tion, and during which I felt that there were twenty-
ssven hours of work for every twenty-four hours of time.

— e kept down our business as well as our personal expen-
ditures, and whille i at no time felt that I was depriving
myself of anything, or in other words that I was harboring
any longings that boﬁdarad on self-denial, I cannot help

- but think that success without any setbacks, « and we -

certainly never had any in our whole career, is in no
small degree attributable to such management, The growth
dr the buﬁinass steadily demanded larger capitsl or
greater borrowing, and while I never hesitated tp g0 into
debt, «= that iz to say, was never deterrsd from the leg-

1timate enterprises that presented thamgalvaa in the line

of levelopment of the business for fear of dabt, =~- 1t
was, nevertheleass, an ever present desire on nmy pert to

strive to get out of debt, and for that reason we avcided

quaiﬁa\inwaﬁtmﬁnti¢I'vahtgra‘taaaythatf%w{maraanttta
houses ever grew up in New York which, compared to thelir
capital, indulged so little in 1n£eraat1ng themaselves in
oppurtunities whioh presented themselves for embarking in
so-called promising undertakings, aside from their imme-
diate business, as we did. "hille this conduct and plan of
action may have resulted in depriving us of profits whioch
might have been ours, 1 am satisfied that 1t pleced us in
a positin of crodit that no other course .could have com-
manded, and the development of our business demonstrated
that we had ocoasion to avall ourselves thereof. I have
reason to believe that very few, If any, mercantilea houses
commanded the use of such large loans of borrowed eapital

as we, conspiouocusly on two occasions, made use of, and
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these were placed at our disposal in a way that was out
of the ordinary, both in manner and in favorable terms.
I refor to the oceasion of the purchase by‘ua of Whechsler's
interest in the Brooklyn business, when one and a half mil-
lion dollars was placed at our dispeaal anl use thraugh the
president of our bank in two financial institutions in which
he was & factor, at 5%, with fixed renewals covering three
| yaaraf time, the pariaﬁ# 80 fixed that they could be and ﬁers
‘liquidatad by éur own reasources from profits; ané the second
instance, when we built our store at Broadway and 34th St.,
when we borrowed four and one-half million dollars through
the same channel, on like terms and c¢onditions. ;

I venturs to belleve that our f&nanaing these two
transactions without intermediary, and simply on our "promise”
to pay, without any mortgage or security of any other sort,

was within the power of very few houses, and our method of con-

‘ducting business as o

A L I N S

for our abllity to do so. Aﬁd Iwnuld“naver have ﬁad the
courages to m&ke use of 80 larue a credit excepting through a
single channel which was thoroughly conversant with every phase
of the transaction, and on an understanding that left nothing
o contingencies that might davalapo during the period "from
start to finish". - To do otherwise, no matter how undoubted
the credit of a firm may be, the unscientific basis on which
our currency and banking laws rest, which have several times
brought us to a orisis, the lates in 1907, when all credits
came to a practiéal standstill, might jeopasrdize thﬁ astanding
of the staunchest house, and hence would be a hagardous under-
taking, which a careful, prudent and‘eoneervative merchant

should shun. Our archalc banking laws, which at this writing
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have a fair prospect of being revised at no distent day,
will, I trust, remedy an avil which no other rodern com~
meroial nation haa to cope with, for no civilized country
excepting ours ever faced a currency famine. And it is
this condition which causes a complete suspension of
exchanges between our cormmaorclal centers, and converts

what would otherwise be a temporury crisis, confined to |

‘a particular field, where ovur-trading mey huve caused it,

t0 a genaral panic affecting tha'aeunﬁ ns well as the un-
aggn&, and ab interrupts and disorganizes industries,
commerce and finances that 1t usually takes yeurs to restore
normal conditions.

When this ecrying evil-is eliminated, ours, the
rishest nation of the world, will 5@ in 1ine to came into

its own, and Hew York will be able to assume the position

§«~ﬁ~—%~“ﬁ~me&gmwhich its importance entitlaa it, of bacaming one of the

"

.
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But this is impossible until our banking facilities are such
that there can be no question of an open discount market,

where commercial bills can at*all times be turned into bank-
able funds at a reasonable rate. With conditions which create
a money market vhere day to day rates jump to such cragy
helghta as 90% to 160% (% to 4% per day), 1t can raadily be seean
that commercial discounts are almost out of the question, unlaess
in suoch a limited sénae as results from the objection existing
between a bank and its own clients, but this is not an open
discount market, which London, Paris and Berlin always have at
their command, vhere under the most Brying circumstances a rate
above B% to 75 is practically unknown,
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